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oah felt like a small fish in a big ocean. He was 
at the Inventor’s Fair, a big event for kids with 
big ideas about a big problem: protecting the 

environment. It was kind of a big deal. And today Noah 
was presenting his invention to the crowd.
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Noah loved his invention. He’d spent so many 
weekends researching and building instead of 
playing. He’d emptied most of his piggy bank buying 
supplies instead of candy. 

Noah wanted to make a difference in the world, and 
this was his chance.

Dad always said, “No dream is too big and no dreamer 
too small to make a difference.” But could he? With just 
one small invention?

As a crowd gathered around the stage, Noah’s stomach 
squirmed. Was it doubt or excitement? He couldn’t tell. 
At least he didn’t have to go first! 



Did you know that...?

Oceans are an important resource on our planet. However, 
plastic pollution is a great threat to our oceans and the wildlife 

that lives there.

Over 20,000 species of animals live in 
our oceans. That’s 3.5 TRILLION fish!

A system of currents flows through every ocean in the 
world and connects them together like an underwater 
highway. Fish aren’t the only travelers on these 
highways—litter can cruise on them too!

14 billion pounds of trash are dumped 
into the oceans every year.

At last it was Noah’s turn! Confident and prepared, he 
jumped onto the stage, took a deep breath, and smiled.

Cleaning Our Oceans by Noah Fairley

After trash enters the ocean, it washes up on shore or travels along the currents. If 
the trash travels far enough, it will reach the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. Most of 
this trash is plastic waste like bottles and bags.

If we want to save our oceans, 
cleaning up plastic pollution is 
a great place to start.

Plastic never breaks down 
completely. Instead, it 

breaks down into smaller 
and smaller pieces. These 
small pieces of plastic are 
easily eaten by fish, birds 

and other animals.

Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch



For my project, I built a device to collect plastic and 
other litter from the ocean.

The device is powered by a motor and driven with a 
remote control.

The scoop picks up the litter and then drops it into a 
container at the back of the device.

Once the container is full, bring the boat back to the 
shore, empty it, and go again. Make sure to recycle what 
you collect!

“Woah, Woah Noah!” said Brooke. “You know your stuff!”

“That’s our boy!” cheered Mom and Dad.

“Bravo!” added Grandpa.

“Go, Nobee!” said Graham.



What can you 
do to go green 
at home?



The next week was a busy one. 

Little changes were happening everywhere 
around the house, and the paper straws 
had already shown up at school.  

When Noah looked at his invention, he marveled. 
Dad was right after all. His dreams weren’t too 
big and he wasn’t too small. He hadn’t built a big 
machine or cleaned an entire ocean, but he had 
made a difference.

And he couldn’t wait to do it again tomorrow.


