BRANDEIS IN MARIN
C E L E B R AT I N G 4 0 Y E A R S

To the students of Brandeis in Marin—past, present,
and future.
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TRIBUTES TO OUR
40TH ANNIVERSARY
EVENT HONOREES

THE FOUNDING LAY LEADERS:
TRIBUTES TO THE GOLBUS
& JAFFE FAMILIES
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From our 40th anniversary celebration. From left to right: Event honorary co-chairs Dennis Jaffe, Paula Jaffe, Dr.
Mickey Golbus, Toni Golbus, and Board President Rose Barlow.

from:

Daniel Barenbaum

T

he Golbus family played a unique

my wife Michelle to my Marin home with a

and instrumental role in my life, a

Memorial Day barbecue with the Golbuses, and

friendship that was forged out of my

I studied for the bar exam by walking around

formative years as a member of the Brandeis

their pool table for ten days, rolling balls off the

community, and one that served as a beacon in

rails as I crammed law I would never use again

my Jewish life.

into my head. They cared for my grandmother

My mother and father had invited Matt Golbus
to my eighth birthday at the end of the summer
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in her final days of hospice, and they were there
for my parents in theirs.

as a way for him to meet his new third grade

It is a strange feeling to track my life to

classmates as he moved back to Marin after a

Brandeis’s. I was a new first grade student as

sabbatical year in Israel. Matt and I became fast

the school opened its doors in 1978, and I am

friends, and so, too, did the Golbuses and the

still a member of its community today. It played

Barenbaums.

a large role in making me who I am, and it has

Toni and Mickey were family, there to celebrate
happy occasions and to offer support in difficult ones. For years growing up, our families
got together near-weekly for Havdalah—sleepy
Saturday afternoons around the fireplace, visiting and talking until the sun set. I introduced

now shaped my two boys as my older son
Sam prepares to graduate. But I cannot think
of Brandeis without thinking of the Golbuses.
While we all take this moment to thank the
Golbuses for their support in bringing Brandeis
to Marin, I use this space to thank Brandeis for
bringing them to us.
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from:

from:

Daniel Barenbaum

Julie Fingersh

hank you to Dennis and Paula Jaffe for the role they played in creating this special Brandeis
community, a hub for Jewish learning in Marin.
As we celebrate Brandeis’ 40th anniversary here, there are so many things to remember and

appreciate. Dennis and Paula Jaffe take significant shape in my memory, of both the school’s early
history and of my personal journey. Just as my parents entrusted their children’s future to a new

T

oni and Mickey! To have been in Poland with you for all that time and to never even have
known that you were one of Brandeis Marin’s founders! We should have known. Your menschlichkeit radiates from deep within, and we are proud to know you. Thank you for helping

to establish our wonderful school, and for all you do to make our Marin Jewish community the treasure that it is! XO.
Julie Fingersh & David Rudnick

Brandeis in Marin in 1978, so too did the Jaffes for theirs. Their son Josh was my classmate and friend.
It speaks to the Jaffes’ vision and trust in Brandeis, as well as to the school’s strength and ability to

from:

fill the void for Jewish learning that Marin so clearly needed, that both Josh and I watch our young

Naomi Leonard

children grow together as classmates and friends as members of today’s current Brandeis student
body. Dennis and Paula’s grandchildren call Brandeis home, and so many of their friends and contemporaries from those early days play such a vital and present role in those new memories that Brandeis
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currently makes.
My memories of childhood hold many snapshots of the Jaffes—at their home, at school, at community celebrations and Jewish milestones, as neighbors around the corner and travel-mates abroad.
And it is particularly heartwarming, as I occasionally show up on an afternoon to pick up my kids,
to have new, current snapshots of Dennis or Paula waiting with pleasure to pick up their grandchildren as well.

P

aula and Dennis, thank you for your leadership. It was a big leap of faith sending all of us to
Brandeis Marin in those early days and without people like you who believed in the mission,
the current Brandeis would not have been possible.
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from:

D’vora Tirschwell

W

hile working with an incredible team to help create the alumni association that became
Mishpacha, I spent some time looking through decades of yearbooks. This photo is just
one of the treasures I found that provide a glimpse into the excitement surrounding the

birth of our school. All of us who have been touched, shaped, and transformed by Brandeis Marin owe
you and other founders an incredible debt of gratitude! Toda raba!
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“ M i c k e y , To n i , D e n n i s a n d
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at Brandeis in Marin.

Paula, it is my honor to

T h a n k y o u a n d M a z a l To v

recognize you for not only

for serving as honorary co-

building this campus and this

chairs at the 40th anniversary

school for your kids and your

celebration of Brandeis in

grandkids, but for so many

Marin.”

other children to have the
opportunity for an education

—ROSE BARLOW
BOARD PRESIDENT, BRANDEIS MARIN, 2018-2019
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from:

from:

Naomi Leonard

Susan Kaufman

oni and Mickey, thank you for your leadership and contribution to the Brandeis community.
You have been ever-present in my life and inter-connected with all of my Brandeis memories. You brought your energy, warmth, and joy to every shared simcha. I remember you and

many b’nai mitzvot, setting up tables, preparing food and platters, blowing up balloons, and then at

you long before all those wonderful parlor meetings. The community was invited to several
get-togethers to discuss the possibility of opening a day school here in Marin. Michael and

Hannah Barenbaum wanted that for their children, Dan and Naomi. Michael was the driving force.

the end of the night, cleaning up. You offered rides and a place to stay for out of town guests, and you

There was a lot of excitement and enthusiasm for the project and many people in the community

were two of the last people on the dance floor at most parties!

spoke in support. I was fortunate enough to be a part of the staff from the beginning. Truth be told, the

We also all watched as you cared for so many people through their sickness and death, and we
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H

ow wonderful for us to be able to honor the four of you forty years later. Gene and I sat with

Jaffe and Golbus families were friends of ours already!

watched you support their grieving family members after they were gone. You were a leader not only

The Jaffe, Golbus, and Kaufman children were there on the first day of school at Brandeis. More impor-

in your financial commitment and your time commitment, but you modeled all the values we were

tantly, to this day, our children Ira and Nina remain friends with all of them. What more of a tribute

taught and set an incredible example of gemilut chasadim for all of us to model. I feel so lucky to have

could there be for the time, effort, and love you gave to create the incredible school that exists today?

grown up with you, Aaron, Matt and Aliyah, and know that your influence helped shape me.
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MARNI SHAPIRO:
MEMORIES, MESSAGES,
& TRIBUTES
19

Event honoree Marni Shapiro at our 40th anniversary event.

from:

Jeff Krieger

I

had the pleasure to work with Marni in the kindergarten for ten years. I learned so much from her
and from all of the children. Marni has boundless energy, enthusiasm, patience, and kindness.
She gets to know every child and always finds ways to bring out the best in each boy and girl. Her

love of nature and animals, respect for other cultures and our Jewish traditions, and curiosity about
everything make kindergarten the magical place of discovery it has been since Brandeis began.
Marni’s approach to learning—that everything is interesting and can be a learning experience—can
be summed up in one memory. About fifteen years ago, Nahashi, our beloved class snake, shed her
skin and we mounted it on a piece of black construction paper so the children could observe it. When
we came in the next morning, Marni and I (and several horrified parents and excited kindergartners)
discovered a teeming trail of ants leading under the door into the kindergarten classroom, across the
floor, up the table leg and straight to the black paper with what was left of the snake skin.
Rather than mindlessly grab a broom to kill/clean the ants, Marni viewed this as a learning opportunity. The class devised a series of experiments to see which foods would attract the most ants. Over
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the next few days, we learned that the ants preferred the snake skin over peanut butter, jelly, apples,
or goldfish crackers. In kindergarten, everyone is learning, all the time. Especially the teachers!

Becky Fenster: Event honoree Marni Shapiro at our 40th anniversary event.

Thanks, Marni, for all of your contributions to the children, to the school, and to my growth as a
teacher and human being.
Love,
Jeff
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from:

Mary Gottlieb

T

eaching with Marni was the highpoint of my teaching career! We were together for fifteen
wonderful years and sometimes joked that we felt like we were married! Certainly there
were times that we spent more time together than I did with my spouse!

The biggest compliment I can give her is to say that when my own kids were in kindergarten, I would
have wished they could have been her students. She is so caring, so interested in each and every
one of her students, so enthusiastic about them and their thoughts and ideas. She is also so wise,
knowing exactly when to push harder and when to back off. I learned so much from her and hope she
will continue to inspire kids for many more years! She sets an example of the best that education can
22

offer, never forgetting moral values.
Mary Gottlieb
Einhod, Israel
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from:

Susan Levinson

A

s the first principal of Brandeis Hillel Marin, I have had the pleasure of knowing Marni
since 1978 when she started teaching kindergarten at the school. Her first class had nine
students, three of whom were triplets. After the children went home, she taught PE to the

first through fifth graders.
From the very beginning, Marni was an extraordinary teacher. She believes that children learn best
by doing, by being engaged in their own learning, and by choosing their own areas of interest. She
sees it as her responsibility that this happens for each child.
The many field trips she plans for her students extend their learning outside of the classroom and the
multi-cultural experiences expand their view of the world. The children’s annual reenactment of the
Alabama bus boycott honoring MLK’s birthday is a poignant reminder of our heritage.
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I have observed Marni mesmerize parents with a description of a day/week in the life of a kindergartner in her classroom—fully engaged, asking questions, busy working, and loving it all at the same
time. Marni never met a child she didn’t love and that she couldn’t teach. Her enthusiasm, energy,
and positive attitude are boundless. Her impact on students and families lasts a lifetime. It has been
a privilege to work with Marni and to be a friend as well for over forty years.
With love and admiration,
Sue

25

from:

Cindy Morris

T

he “Retros,” as we call ourselves, are nine teachers who worked together at Brandeis for many,
many years and became good friends. When retirement came (or our schedule permitted),
we decided to get together once a month to reminisce about our time at Brandeis and stay

connected. This photo is us celebrating a special birthday of Marni’s some time ago.
We all adore Marni and are amazed at her energy, creativity, love of active learning, and resourcefulness. There is no one like her!! Just to name a few of the wonderful things that happen in Marni’s
kindergarten class: wall stories, science experiments, plays, chants, songs, and children dictating and
illustrating their stories. Learning in Marni’s kindergarten is always exciting and new! We salute you,
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Marni Shapiro, for forty years of inspiring our young ones and being our good buddy!!!!
With heartfelt admiration,
Cindy Morris

27

from:

from:

Erin Kahn

Julie Fingersh

M

y sisters and I agreed that when we recently saw Marni, it was as though she we had
stepped back into 1979. Her spirit, her smile, her warmth, her kindness, her tenacity, her
laugh, and even her AMAZING scent have not changed! Walking into her classroom and

hearing her speak to her students as equals, creating a safe space for them to grow and learn while

M

arni, we will never forget the scary, tentative moment of bringing Jesse to kindergarten
on that first day. You met us with the most loving and competent hands. We will never
forget your singular vision as a teacher, your respect for children’s wisdom and devel-

opment, and your enormous love and creativity. Jesse is a junior in college now (help!) and one of

forging trust and self awareness, sprinkled with love and kindness, is her M.O.. She still remembers

my most treasured memories has for all these years stayed on my desk: a photo of our little girl, in

names, faces, and families from forty years ago. My older sister Sarah was lucky enough to be in her

full makeup and costume, proudly smiling after her debut in the Rosa Parks play. You are a treasure,

first kindergarten class at Brandeis (I was in her third).

Marni. I can’t imagine a more important gift than what you give our kids.

It’s tough to be five or six years old. There are days you just don’t want to get out of bed or leave your

With love and thanks,

family. The thought of school can be incredibly frightening, and the days can seem long. From the

Julie Fingersh & David Rudnick

moment Marni opens her doors, she opens her heart. She made sure back then and she makes sure
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now that every student is supported, loved, and learns in a happy space. She kept our days full and our
minds open, allowing us to always explore and learn while giving us the space to be young.
I’m too old now to remember everything I learned in kindergarten, but I remember feelings—the happiness I felt completing a skit or a project, the joy of outdoor field trips, the invigoration of figuring
out letters...but mostly, I remember and can still hear her voice, reading to me when I felt scared or
alone, mesmerized by her beautiful turquoise jewelry and feeling that warmth and kindness as she
sprinkles her love and learning on all of us.
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from:

Heather & Shachar Erez

T

here are not enough words to describe what a special teacher Marni is. We loved that she
brought various cultures and experiences into the classroom. From harvesting eggs to growing vegetables, Marni did it all. We loved how she allowed our children to grow at their own

pace while nurturing them as they took chances. Thank you, Marni. You made it so easy to love school!
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from:

Juan Restrepo & Jessica Trubowitch

A

ny parent can tell you that the transition from preschool to kindergarten can be extremely
difficult, and in all honesty, probably more so for the parents than for the children.
When we first met Marni, we immediately noticed that she had a definite way in which

she ran her classroom and were unsure if our little guy was going to adapt. What we soon came to
understand is that Marni does things a certain way not for her own benefit, but for the benefit of each
little person that has walked through her classroom.
We, like so many other parents before us and so many other parents yet to come, chose a Brandeis
education for a specific set of reasons. Looking back at these reasons years later, our family is 100%
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confident that Marni Shapiro exemplifies every single precious reason and wish from our hearts for
our little ones and all the reasons that so many of us decided to start our journey at Brandeis.
After forty years of teaching, Marni still learns what interests every young mind that enters her
classroom and then tailors the learning around what excites and motivates them, not the other way
around! If your child naturally gravitates toward a given activity, Marni has the vision and foresight
to then tailor the traditional learning centers around this activity, thereby unleashing your child’s
potential and excitement for growth.
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Juan Restrepo & Jessica Trubowitch
from:

Louise Gross

As our middle child gets ready to start his third grade adventure and our youngest gets ready to start
his journey at Brandeis, we are truly honored that Marni continues to love what she does and remains
there for the next generation of Brandeis students year after year, child after child. Even years after
our family has been out of her care, we are constantly reminded of how special she is and what a true
visionary in the education field Marni Shapiro has become.
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F

or forty years, Marni has given children the gift of time. She has always believed that kindergarten should be a time of exploration, experimentation, and experiences. The students are
exposed to a wide variety of centers, all of which have been built with educational thoughtful-

ness. Little do they know that building a junk sculpture has a learning component to it!
If a student wants to learn to read, Marni fosters it, but creates an environment that makes it fun.

We as a community have been blessed to have her dedicate the best of herself to our little piece of the

There has always been so much learning and energy in Marni’s classroom that I was in awe each

world and to love and nurture our greatest gifts and hope for our future in the way that only Marni can.

time I visited.

Baruch HaShem for Marni Shapiro...

Congratulations, Marni, on so many years of being the most wonderful first experience a child has in
school. You made it easier for the rest of us in the following years of a student’s education. You were
certainly a hard act to follow!
Love,
Louise
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from:

D’vora Tirschwell

A
36

fter several months of kindergarten

had encountered in her previous school.

Bus Boycott play. That experience had a huge

at a public school, it was obvious

Instead, Brandeis Marin’s project-based kin-

impact on him, not only in terms of his confi-

our daughter needed a change. Our

dergarten mined her imagination and nurtured

dence and public speaking skills, but also by

search began and quickly ended with Sydney’s

her spirit. Sydney absorbed writing, math, and

exposing him in a deep and compassionate

magical “test” day in kindergarten. She wanted

social skills through play and fun activities and

way to the civil rights struggles Marni makes it

to go back the next day and every day there-

did not even feel like she was in “school” in the

a priority to teach kindergartners.

after! Brandeis Marin (then BHDS-Marin) was

sense that she had come to understand that

a perfect fit. We decided it would be best to let

word at her previous school. Marni, your kin-

Sydney start fresh the following year, in part

dergarten program was so pivotal. I credit you

because we did not want her to miss a nano-

for putting Sydney back on track to becoming

second of the kindergarten program Marni had

the stellar student she is today.

created.

It was a no-brainer that our son Nathan would

Sydney’s year with Marni, Jeff, and Diane

also attend Brandeis Marin when he was old

transformed her and rekindled her love of

enough. He also thrived in Marni and Jeff’s

learning. No more of the dull worksheets and

kindergarten and had the honor of playing

strictly regimented art projects that Sydney

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the Montgomery

Marni, we can’t thank you enough for the direct
impact you have had on our children and our
family. When time travel becomes available,
expect to see me in your kindergarten class!

from:

Deborah Meyers Saxon

“Congratulations, Marni, on
forty years of dedicated
teaching! And thank you for
giving Bert and Ruthie a good

I

t is my honor to add a few words of gratitude about Marni Shapiro. I actually thought about naming
one of my kids Marni because I loved the name and had such an immensely positive association
with the only Marni I’d ever met in life :)

As my sister Erin so beautifully recollected already, I don’t remember all of the specifics of what I
learned in kindergarten, but I remember feeling such a foundation of love and support and nourishment in that inaugural year of learning. I remember the word board where we learned how to read
out sounds and short words. I remember lots of skits and plays that we would act out. I remember lots
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of books and cozy corners throughout the room where we could cuddle with books. I remember lots

start at Brandeis.”

of crafts and creative play. There was also a climbing structure inside the classroom that had two
levels and it was probably very small, but in my mind it was like climbing up into a multi-story jungle!

—SHARY LEVY & ART LEVY

Native American stories and songs were prominently featured in the classroom and I felt a close
connection and appreciation to the indigenous people we learned about.
Marni is a magical person who deeply respects and understands children’s imaginations, their needs,
and their concerns. I am so grateful I had her nurturing love during that formative year of my life!
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Jerry Barkan
from:

Jerry Barkan

O

n my very first day of work with

vacation to find a willing family to provide

“WHAT?, WHAT???” you will now have a good

3. Boxy is not suffering from stress

teachers and staff, we had finished

shelter and supervision for the class pet. Each

audio rendition of what my office sounded like

because of the environment in the

our morning faculty meeting when

year, Marni conscientiously took Boxy for an

that summer afternoon in 1998.

kindergarten, but I may soon be if this

Marni came rushing into my office. “Agitated”

annual physical with a veterinarian, who mea-

would not adequately describe her demeanor.

sured and examined Boxy for all of the signs

If she had been a boiler, I would have heard the

of good health and well-being one would hope

whistle and the gaskets blowing before she left

for a turtle of Boxy’s species and age. Each year,

the kindergarten room. I couldn’t imagine what

Boxy was then returned to the classroom for

had so upset an experienced teacher, but I guar-

the further study and adoration of the kinder-

antee that she was not a happy camper. It took

garten children.

her a few moments to gather herself before she
could explain the situation. It took me the rest
of the afternoon to sort the problem out. (Names
will be judiciously omitted from the rest of this
40

note so as not to cause embarrassment to any
involved parties.)

Not only was I dumbstruck, but the parent
informed me that they wanted to convene a
panel of local rabbis to decide this case. I think
that suggestion put me over the edge. I think
Kay came into my office to make sure I had
taken my blood pressure meds in the morning. I think she coaxed me back to rational

Boxy exhibited normal growth and weight

speech, because I was able to explain clearly

and was in generally good health. The were no

the following:

particular signs of stress, and certainly, Marni
would never allow any mistreatment of this
animal. At any rate, the family that had housed
Boxy over the summer had decided that Boxy’s

I learned that, since near the beginning of the

well-being was endangered in Marni’s class

school, Marni had maintained a classroom pet

and that they were not going to return the pet. If

for the entertainment and education of the

you can fast forward to the insurance ad where

students. The pet was the long-lived Boxy the

“Mayhem” announces that he is there to steal

Turtle. It was Marni’s practice over the summer

the homeowner’s car and the homeowner says,

continues.
4. If Boxy is not in school forthwith, your
child will not be returning.
5. This is not a joke. There are no conditions under which you get to keep
Boxy. So, Boxy was returned.
I think this was the start of an excellent relationship with Marni, who I and generations of
families saw as the foundation of an outstanding BHDS education. From that point, Marni

1. As a Jewish Day School, we have a

trusted my judgment enough so that when

rabbi on staff. As a matter of fact, he is

I asked her to move the teddy bear factory to

our Head of School. We do not defer to

Israel, she and Mary gave it a try. Thus was born

other rabbis for authority over any part

Dr. Bearkan, but that’s another story. Marni has

of our operation.

been a blessing for the school and the hun-

2. Boxy the Turtle gets an annual physical and is in excellent health.

dreds of children and families she has taught
and loved.
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from:

Liz Atterman

I

have enjoyed being a colleague of Marni’s for the past thirty-two years. I have been in awe of
Marni’s kindergarten program throughout the years. Her classroom has always been a laboratory
for her students, collaborating and being so excited to explore and learn experientially every day.

When my daughter Jennifer joined Marni’s class as an assistant teacher after college, Marni became
Jen’s mentor. Upon receiving her Master’s Degree in Education, Jennifer always looked forward to
teaching kindergarten so that she could put in place Marni’s principles of teaching throughout her
classroom.
One of my fondest times collaborating with Marni and the kindergartners was during the Global
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Read Aloud. Marni was so very excited to do an author study of Mem Fox, the Australian author.
Her students read Hattie and the Fox in the library with me, and we sent a play of the kindergartners
performing a play of the book. Ms. Fox sent the students and Marni an autographed copy of her book.
I wish Marni every accolade as she celebrates her first forty years as Brandeis’ outstanding kindergarten teacher!
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from:

Rose Barlow

M

arni Shapiro has not only been educating kindergartners for forty years, she has been
educating their parents, too!
Thank you for your passion and dedication to all the children of BHDS and Brandeis

Marin and their parents, caregivers, grandparents, and special friends! You have touched many and
we are grateful!
Rose & Chris Barlow
Parents of Rachel (class of 2009) and Hannah (class of 2011)
44
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from:

Barbara Cohen

S

everal summers ago, I had the great pleasure of attending the week-long Constructing
Modern Knowledge conference in New Hampshire with Marni, Angeline, and Merav A. This
one-of-a-kind “unconference” gives teachers the opportunity to be students for a week, and

to explore making, design thinking, and project-based learning with other teachers and experts.
Marni dove right into all kinds of learning opportunities throughout the week, including the half-day
intro to electronics workshop pictured above. She was also thrilled to meet and spend time in conversation with the amazing Dr. Carla Rinaldi, President of the Reggio Emilia Foundation, while at the
conference. Marni is truly a lifelong learner and I will always treasure the wonderful week the four of
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us had, learning, playing, strategizing, and growing together.
Barbara Cohen
Director of Technology, Brandeis Marin
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from:

Cheryl Lazar

M

agical! That’s how I describe Marni’s classroom. What lucky kids to learn under Marni’s
guidance. Marni taught kids and parents alike that learning comes from all the senses
and from everywhere you look. There is never anything that is not a teachable moment.

Sammy (Marni’s class in 2002-2003) went to school with enthusiasm, knowing that he had so much
to learn! He took his learning seriously and Marni cultivated that within him. Sarah (Marni’s class in
2005-2006) also went to school with enthusiasm, knowing that she had so much to play! She took her
playing seriously and Marni knew just what to do to cultivate that within her. Both left kindergarten
enriched and ready for more.
Marni’s classroom brings about such fond memories. As parents, when we were welcomed in to
watch a performance or participate in an event, whether is was the Rosa Parks bus play or circus day,
or stone soup day (Bill was the lucky winner to find a stone in his soup!) we got our moment to step in
48

to the magic, and those moments still fill my heart.
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I’ll finish with this memory: Sammy came home from the gingerbread hunt day (touring the school at
the end of the school year, looking for that gingerbread, but really an introduction to what their next
year would be like outside the kindergarten classroom) and told me with such astonishment that they
SIT DOWN in first grade! It was hard for him to fathom that you sit at desks most of the day!
With much love,
Cheryl Lazar & Bill McKenzie

Marc Dollinger: “Make for yourself a teacher; acquire for yourself a friend.”
—Pirkei Avot

from:

Iris Lax

Iris Lax: Josh was the bus
driver in the Rosa Parks
play in kindergarten in
2005!

T

hank you, Marni, for the amazing experience you gave our children Nikki and Josh! You are
a remarkable person and you have made such an incredible impact on the Brandeis community. You gave our kids the tools they needed (the book All I Really Need to Know I Learned in

Kindergarten absolutely applies!) and have consistently done the same for hundreds of kids since. You
made the transition from preschool to kindergarten seamless and got them ready for their journey.
We still treasure the art they did with you and the ribbons they won at the Marin County Fair. Todah
Rabah and Mazal Tov!
Love,
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Iris, Michael, Nikki, & Josh Lax
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“Thanks for
helping Shayna
and all of your
students grow
and thrive
for over four
decades. We
love you,
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Marni!”

—MARC DOLLINGER
Marc Dollinger: Purim! 2019.
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from:

Gittel & Nachman Goodman

A

lthough this was our ninth child to enter a kindergarten classroom, it was still a big step for
us. Brandeis was a new environment for our family and Marni very competently supported
Chana (and us) through a fabulous year of growth and learning. We couldn’t have wished

for a better beginning. Thank you and congratulations, Marni. You set the bar high for all of our future
years at Brandeis!
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I

from:

from:

Susan Goldsborough

Deb Stadtner

dents’ interests to achieve academic goals, how to implement the core philosophy of Piaget, what an

T

outstanding kindergarten Marni had created, and what a master teacher Marni is!

and this honor is well-deserved. Kol Ha’Kavod!

As my career progressed in future years, I used Marni as a model when evaluating teachers and cur-

Love,

ricula. How fortunate Brandeis has been to have Marni! In so many ways, Marni is the bedrock upon

Deb and the rest of the Stadtner family

n my second year of teaching at Brandeis, I had the daunting challenge of being Marni’s maternity
leave substitute for the whole school year. Mary Gottlieb and I tried to replicate Marni’s program.
In doing so, I learned so much about how to structure an optimal classroom, how to follow stu-

which Brandeis was and is built!
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hank you, Marni, for teaching our
kids! Mazel Tov for being honored for
forty years at Brandeis Marin. You

have impacted the lives of countless families

from:

from:

Susan Kaufman

Eric Zimmerman

A

s good fortune would have it, my

I particularly appreciated that when I anyone

daughter Nina began kindergarten

talked with Marni they had her undivided

when Brandeis opened its doors

attention, knowing that what they had to say

for the first time in Marin. She spent the first

was the most important thing at the moment.

year with Marni and the whole world opened

I loved knowing that her students also

up to her. Marni came to Brandeis with years

knew that.

of experience of teaching young children. She
understood how a young child learns. Her
classroom was filled with jobs and work which,
for the most part, were created by the choices
that the children made. I don’t believe this has
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changed in the forty years that Marni has been
the kindergarten teacher.
My first graders always loved going into the
kindergarten classroom to see a presentation
by the kindergartners. The big kids in my class
always revelled in looking at all the things
Marni’s children were learning about.

M

arni’s magical kindergarten was a big part of our “why” for joining the Brandeis Marin
community. When Laurie and I were searching for the right kindergarten for our son Josh
and the right fit for our family, we were attracted by Marni’s child-centered approach and

captured by the loving energy she brought to her work.
We never regretted that decision. Josh was given the space to learn, grow, and come into his own
in a highly individual way. Three years later, we got to experience the joy once again as our daugh-

I learned a great deal from Marni as she had

ter Noa came into Marni’s classroom. The rituals and rhythms of the year are both meaningful and

a great deal to offer me. Her child-centered

memorable in Marni’s class: Miwok songs, Rosa Parks and the bus boycott, plays and playtime, junk

classroom was glorious to observe. It seems

sculptures, caring for creatures. All of it was formative and foundational, enabling our kids to build an

to me she actually invented the concept of

authentic sense of self, community, and an ethical center. Marni, we love you and are so grateful for

project-based learning—you know, learning

the role you’ve played in the lives of our children and our family.

by doing.
I am thrilled to say that Marni and I continue
to be great friends. Her warmth and caring
continue to shine in her beautiful smile. She is
interesting and interested in life and in friendship. Who knew I would be able to say that
forty years ago!
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from:

Sharon Shakked

O

ur kids’ kindergarten experiences are still vivid in their minds (and on our walls!) to this
day. Marni, you inspired our children to believe that they can do and be anything they want.
Thank you for giving them a lifetime of confidence.
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from:

Scott Barshack

W

hen we were searching for kindergartens, one of my friends said, “You’ve got to look at
Brandeis. They have the most amazing teacher that’s been there forever. My son Kai was
in Marni’s class and I prayed that she’d still be teaching five years later for Makena.”

Well, here we are forty years in and she is still going strong. I’m so amazed by her energy and enthusiasm. And her memory!!! How the heck she can remember forty years of kids’ and parents’ names
I will never comprehend. Best wishes to you, Marni. You are an inspiration to all of us who work
with children.
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from:

from:

Shoshana Sofer

Natalia Straus

Marni,

I

am excited that you are being honored for your 40th year at the Marin campus. Your contributions
to the high-quality education of hundreds of children is invaluable. You have not only inspired
your students, you have also inspired your colleagues with your dedication to the school and you

have been a key and source to the stability of the school.
I remember clearly the day you arrived with your expression of joy and a big smile. And you continued
that joy and smile throughout the forty years. You teach with love!!!

T

hank you for nourishing and caring for my child and so many others over the years, providing
a wonderful first introduction to school and instilling a belief that they can be anything they
want to be. He (and we) are forever changed thanks to your deep care and encouragement.

With gratitude and love,
Natalia & Adam Straus

Also, I wanted to tell you that since I heard you telling your students that Coca-Cola will ruin your
teeth, I have not had Coke in forty years.
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Mazel Tov,
Shoshana Sofer
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MARTY & VANESSA FRIEDMAN:
MESSAGES & TRIBUTES
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From our 40th anniversary event. Event honorees Marty & Vanessa Friedman.

Marc Dollinger
from:

Marc Dollinger

INTRODUCTION OF VANESSA
AND MARTY FRIEDMAN

O

ne day, the Friedman family (Vanessa, Marty, Sarah, and Sofia) dropped into the Marin

And it was me who always rejected it. And when the vote finally passed, unanimously, across our

Jewish community. They have transformed it…just by being the Friedmans.

breakfast food, Marty Friedman stepped up and led through the Marin Working Group that proved it

Vanessa engaged in our school as a parent volunteer in most of Sarah and Sofia’s class-

rooms, in most of their years, as she managed involvement in the larger Jewish community and
supported Marty as he became president of just about every Jewish communal board north of the
Golden Gate Bridge, sometimes simultaneously.
And then there’s Marty, our fearless leader. He is “the one” whose agency, vision, hard work, and dedi68

cation transformed the idea of an independent Jewish day school in Marin County into reality. Here’s

was possible for us to be an independent Jewish day school, to the Marin Governance Committee that
stewarded our school through the transition, and then to our first full-fledged board with Marty as our
founding president. Oh yeah, and Marty led our negotiations to place Dr. Sandel as our founding head
of school.
Marty, we can only hope that our gift to you tonight is that acknowledgement, that honor, that for the
rest of your Jewish leadership, you will know that you were the one who made all this happen.

a heads-up about him: He didn’t exactly tell you the whole truth in that video you just watched. That’s

This county’s Jewish life thrives because the Friedmans decided to move here, to engage in leader-

because he was being nice...as Marty tends to be.

ship, and to sacrifice their time and resources, and share their hearts and souls for the good of all of

The more detailed version of the story goes like this: When that group gathered each year at Theresa

us. Our lives and our children’s are richer, sweeter, and more meaningful.

and Johnny’s to discuss creating what would be Brandeis Marin, it was actually Marty who would

Thank you, Marty, and thank you, Vanessa, for your leadership and for your inspiration. What a thrill

always raise the question and put it to a vote.

to honor and welcome Vanessa and Marty Friedman.
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from:

Dawn Denberg

I

t’s impossible to think of Brandeis Marin without thinking of Marty and Vanessa. So strong is their
commitment that I sometimes forget that Sarah and Sofia have long since graduated. They’ve
worked tirelessly to ensure that kids leave Brandeis not just with a strong Jewish identity but also

a strong sense of self. Marty and Vanessa are the salt of the earth. We are proud to call them friends.
So much so that we are even willing to overlook the fact that they are Michigan fans. Go Badgers!!
XOXO.
Dawn & Josh Denberg
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Left: Becky Fenster: From our 40th anniversary event. Event honorees Marty & Vanessa Friedman.

from:

The Finestone Family

M

arty and Vanessa are the quintessential host family. Even before we moved from
Cincinnati to Marin almost nine years ago, they welcomed us into Brandeis and to their
community with open arms. Marty spent endless hours on the phone answering ques-

tions about the school, California culture, and how to secure a space on the Yosemite trip. On our
move-in date, Vanessa picked up Gabi and Ethan and took them put-putting so we could unpack.
In the same grades, our older children became like siblings, being in class together year after year.
Sarah and Sofia quickly morphed into big sisters to Mia. Over the years, the kids have stayed in
touch despite being in different high schools and colleges and they remain just as close as ever. We
have celebrated hundreds of birthdays, holidays, and shabbatot together. We have cried at funerals
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together. We joined together to establish the independent Brandeis Marin campus and met consistently to make that a reality.
Thank you guys for making Marin truly feel like home and for being a big part of our Marin family. Thank you for your tireless leadership in this community and for your amazing friendship. Love
you guys.
Love,
Ellen, Barry, Gabi, Ethan, & Mia Finestone
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from:

Cathy Dobbs Goldstein

Dear Vanessa and Marty,

W

e are so thankful that the Friedmans and the Goldsteins became carpool partners back
in 2005. I had the pleasure of spending the time it took to get to or from North San Pedro
Road with Sofia and Sarah and two or three of my kids for five years (and as proof, look

at this adorable picture of Hallie with your girls in my minivan). It was clear my kids preferred for you
to drive, Vanessa, because you always provided snacks, albeit healthy ones, for the very long fifteen
minute drive home.
You are both wonderful models for commitment to community and have given of yourselves to
Brandeis and other organizations in multiple roles. Marty, my time spent working with you on the
Marin Working Group produced an even greater appreciation for your intelligence, diplomacy (most
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of the time!), kind nature, and other attributes that made you such an excellent leader in the creation
and implementation of the Brandeis Marin dream. Look where the school is now—though its success
is due to the efforts of many, it could not have happened without your determination and leadership.
Our friendship has always been warm and mutually supportive and means so much to us. We love all
four of you and look forward to many more years of friendship.
Cathy, Phil, Noah, Ari, & Hallie
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from:

from:

Julie Fingersh

Suzanne Felson

Vanessa and Marty,

H

ow do we even begin to do justice in words to your leadership, generosity, and tireless ded-

Y

om Huledet Sameach!! Happy 40th birthday to Brandeis Marin. Mazel Tov to Vanessa and
Marty! It’s a well-deserved honor for your devotion and dedication to Jewish education.
All our love,

Suzanne, Elliott, Sophia, Olivia (seventh grade), & Jake (fourth grade) Felson

ication? Both of you truly exemplify why the Jewish people have endured all these centuries.Your clarity of vision, Yiddish keppe, and huge hearts, along with your resolve to stay

the course, has paved the way for Brandeis Marin to blossom. Your legacy continues to grow, and it is
Marin’s great fortune that you landed here. It was such fun to work with and alongside both of you in
those early days and I am so happy we continue to share the same county!

from:

With Mazel Tov and huge appreciation,

Jeff Schottenstein

Julie Fingersh & David Rudnick
76

77
Marty and Vanessa,

M

azel Tov on this well-deserved honor. Sharing an office space with Marty for years, I saw
his tireless and relentless commitment to Brandeis Marin firsthand on a daily basis.
Thank you for everything you do and for everything you are. We love you.

Love,
Jeff, Adam, Abby, & Danny

from:

Jim & Lisa Gioia

W

e were so thrilled when you decided to move from the East Coast to the Bay Area. What
a gift it has been to have you close by, to be able to watch the girls grow up and become
amazing young women, to share family events and date nights, and to get to know you

as people we love, not “just” cousins. You have brought your amazing gifts to the Brandeis community
as well. We are so proud of your dedication and hard work. The Brandeis community is just as lucky
as we are to call you family.
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Rose Barlow
from:

Rose Barlow

A

bout five years ago or so, I heard rumors that Brandeis in Marin was at a crossroads. And

Mazal Tov for being honored at the 40th anniversary celebration. Thank you for your leadership and

then I heard that there was this amazing crossing guard at work. I got on the phone and

hard work. Thank you both for your generosity of spirit, expertise, time, and financial support.

called Marty Friedman and said, “Hey Marty, I can’t write you out a $1,000,000 check or

anything, but other than that I want you to know that I fiercely believe in Brandeis in Marin and that
you have our 100% support for whatever comes next.”
Well, “next” turned out to be an amazing group of individuals that Marty convened, and under his
passionate leadership and incredible hard work, the Marin Working Group turned into the Marin
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It’s simply really. Brandeis Marin IS because, Marty, you assumed the role of crossing guard. Vanessa
and Marty, your vision, your strong sense of direction, and your rock solid moral compass have
launched Brandeis Marin 2.0 in Marin and it is going to go from strength to strength.
Todah Rabah!

Governing Committee, which turned into the first ever Board of Trustees of Brandeis Marin as an

All honor, respect, and love,

independent 501 c 3. Marty became the first ever Board President of Brandeis Marin, so in saluting

Rose Barlow & family

Marty, there are many other people who need to be saluted as well. Most of all Vanessa Friedman,
who has partnered with Marty as a leader in the school community when their daughters Sofia and
Sarah attended Brandeis in Marin. Vanessa continues to be a strong advocate for the school and an
enthusiastic supporter. Vanessa and Marty, your work may never be done, but now is a very good
moment to salute you both!
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Becky Fenster
from:

Becky Fenster

I

t has been nearly twelve years since I first met the Friedman

apparent how much time and care Vanessa gave to her children’s school. She was an active volunteer

family. Sofia was my third grade student at Brandeis. Sarah was

and regular participant in every possible facet of the Brandeis school community. In all honesty, it

in kindergarten that year. They were two of the most adorable

was not until very recently that I fully grasped the enormity of the work that Marty has spearheaded

little girls I had ever met. The Friedman family invited myself and my

to launch our school as Brandeis Marin and have it take flight. As a Brandeis alumni and former staff

then-fiancee (now husband) to their home for Shabbat dinner in early

member, I am forever grateful to Marty for all of the time and care that went into creating Brandeis

2008, and from that moment on, I think it was clear that a lifelong

(Marin) 2.0.

friendship was about to begin.

To Marty and Vanessa, thank you for all that you’ve done to sustain and propel Brandeis into the

It has been such a gift to watch Sofia and Sarah grow from little girls

future. Your dedication is inspiring and is so deeply appreciated. Thank you also for nearly a dozen

into beautiful, brilliant, young women. It has been an even greater gift

years of friendship. Our family is so lucky to have you in our lives.

to watch the bond that has formed between Sofia and Sarah and my
two children, Sean and Mia. Bryce and I could not ask for greater role
models for our children—or more adoring “big sister” type figures in
our children’s lives.
Over the last decade, my role at Brandeis has evolved from teacher
to consultant to Board member. In my role as a teacher, it was readily

With appreciation and love,
Becky Fenster
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from:

Debbie & Eric Toizer

Marty and Vanessa,

T

hank you for being such outstanding leaders. Thank you for being an inspiration. Thank you
for inviting us into the Brandeis family. And thank you for being such good friends. We love
you guys!

Debbie & Eric Toizer
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from:

Iris Lax

M

azal Tov and Yasher Koach to our dear friends Vanessa and Marty! Thank you for all
you have done to shape Brandeis Marin. Your dedication, hard work, time, generosity,
and passion are greatly appreciated by our community. We are very lucky you moved

here. Our beloved school and the Marin Jewish community are better off with your involvement and
commitment. You both are wonderful people who live life with integrity and walk the talk for your
lovely daughters, Sofia and Sarah.
We feel so fortunate to have met you when Sofia joined Josh’s class. We treasure our friendship and
the time our families have spent together, from celebrating Shabbat and holidays and to planning a
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potential wedding for Sofia and Josh (yes, Marty and Michael, anything is possible…). From their first
tefillah to prom, it has been wonderful watching their journey and their friendship blossom. We look
forward to our families celebrating simchas together!
All our love and admiration,
Iris, Michael, Nikki, & Josh
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from:

Judy Wolff-Bolton

“Thanks to our
kids, we got
to meet you,
Vanessa and

I

was immensely glad to learn that Marty and Vanessa were receiving this wonderful honor. Their
commitment to Brandeis Marin has been unwavering and very important to the success Brandeis
Marin now has as a thriving independent school. Together, they brought their dedication to build-

ing Jewish community from their previous experiences to Marin when they moved here and they
have helped in immeasurable ways to strengthen and fortify our community.
With Vanessa’s tremendous partnership, Marty has been able to take on major leadership roles in a
variety of Jewish organizations including serving on the JCC board and as its president before taking

Marty!”

on leadership of Brandeis Marin. Maybe it was breathing in the air growing up around his father as he
used his own leadership magic back east, but Marty has a comfort and wisdom with leadership roles

—IRIS LAX

that has had a great impact so far and will only continue with greatness in the years ahead to sustain
Jewish continuity.
In the truest sense of the words, Yasher Koach. May you both go from strength to strength.
With deep gratitude,
Judy Wolff-Bolton
Osher Marin JCC

89

from:

Lowell & Jacquie Strauss

W

hen we arrived in Marin County in 2008, our daughters Rose and Sofia became instant
friends in Ms. Genet’s (presently known as Mrs. Fenster) third grade class at BHDS, and
it was soon after that the whole Friedman clan felt like family to us. Having both moved

from the East Coast, we enjoyed a lot of the same humor and food, especially our love of old-fashioned
home Jewish cooking!
It was one day after breaking the fast on Yom Kippur, tired of feeding vegetarians, that a small group of
us started Carnivore Shabbat. This tradition went strong for many years. “no birds allowed,” I remember Marty saying (except for the chicken soup, of course!). Every lavish meat-filled Shabbat involved
yummy beef of all varieties. I must admit, over the years, while we try to keep the tradition going,
many of our offspring have become vegetarians and dare I say, vegan. However, we continue to have
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a blast every time we get together, having culinary and other adventures all over NorCal.
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Marty and Vanessa are tremendous leaders, and have worked tirelessly to ensure the success of the
one and only wonderful Jewish day school in Marin County. We want to say thank you, and a hearty
Mazel Tov to two mensches extraordinaire. We love you guys and hope to continue many many more
years of laughter, friendship, and good old-fashioned Yiddishkeit!
Love,
Jacquie, Lowell, Rose, Sophie, Iyla, & Gideon

Lowell & Jacquie Strauss: Carnivore Shabbat kids, some wearing their “Where’s the Beef?” t-shirts.

from:

Jill Einstein

Marty and Vanessa,

I

t must have been beshert for Marty and
Jill to be a part of the Wexner SF08 class
that led to a rich friendship between the

Friedman and Einstein/Yolles families. It has
been a blessing to know you, whether it be
studying Jewish history together, planning
our annual Wexner family retreats, or singing
around the campfire with the Friedman campfire songbooks. We love how you love your
daughters, friends, and the greater community.
Thank you for sharing your leadership, dedication, commitment, and passion to Brandeis
Marin. We love you!
Jill Einstein & Peter Yolles
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from:

Mona Kolko

Dear Marty and Vanessa,

W

hat a singular thrill it was to have been at the Brandeis Marin Gala where you were
honored, with so much love and admiration in the room, and for all the best reasons!
Your commitment to the school, where Sofia and Sarah grew up, is to be so proud of, and

rightfully so. Thinking about “time, treasure, and talent” reminds me that each and both of you have
incorporated those T’s into the fabric of your lives in such heartfelt and beautiful ways.
Mark joins me in celebrating you and all you have done on behalf of Brandeis Marin. Kol Ha’Kavod.
With much love,
Mom/Mona & Mark
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from:

from:

Jill, Brian, Sam, & Josh
Rosen

Jeff and Beth Hurwitz

M

M

azel Tov to our dear friends on this well-deserved honor!
With love,
Beth, Jeff, Josh, & Andrew Hurwitz

arty and Vanessa, we are incredibly proud of the important work
you do for Brandeis Marin. Anne

Frank said that no one has ever become poor by
giving. We applaud and salute the gift of your
time, resources, and wisdom.

from:
Love,

Jan C. Reicher

Jill, Brian, Sam, & Josh

Marty & Vanessa,

T

odah rabah for your unwavering commitment to Brandeis Hillel Day School and Brandeis
Marin. It was a pleasure to work with Marty on a leadership level way back when. I am in awe
of your longevity! Thank you both for welcoming us into Brandeis Marin as a transfer family.

Your arms were wide open and loving which I will never forget.
With love and deep appreciation,
Jan Reicher
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from:

from:

Jennifer Grossman

Janet Lewis

Dear Marty,

I

was in Parent Association leadership during the transition from BHDS to Brandeis Marin. In the
years working up to the separation, the only real non-administrative leadership felt on Marin’s
campus by most of the community was through the PA. When the Marin Working Group (the

T

hanks for putting the FUN in fungible! Your guidance, leadership, foresight, and energy have
been invaluable over the first four years of operating as a school independent of Brandeis
San Francisco. And thanks to Vanessa for allowing him the huge time commitment. Best

wishes to you both!

transition committee) stepped in to take a leadership role in the school’s future, we met with a natural

Warm regards,

struggle to figure out roles and responsibilities of Brandeis Marin’s campus leaders.

Janet Lewis

I quickly learned that in Marty I had a generous, mission-minded, forward-thinking, hard-working,
and most of all, respectful partner: someone who held deep goals and responsibility to move a mountain and did it in the kindest, most appropriate way—and at the right pace. It takes a special individual

from:

to achieve this balance. My learnings in our discussions and meetings ware countless.
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Marty, what you did for our school is impossible to fully grasp. Maybe in forty years we’ll be able to
summarize the effort better. Vanessa, while we never actively worked together, I felt your impact
deeply. Your presence and support at every event—the kindness you show, your bright smile, and
eagerness to put people at ease—you are the model of what we mean by “Brandeis Community.”
Thank you, Marty and Vanessa, for everything.

Deb Stadtner

M
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azel Tov to my dear friends, Marty and Vanessa, as honorees of the 40th birthday celebration of Brandeis Marin. My family is so grateful to have you all in our lives and it has
been a thrill to celebrate your dedication and leadership of the school. Todah rabah for

all you do!

With love and deep admiration,

Love,

Jennifer Grossman

Deb and the rest of the Stadtner family!

from:

from:

Peg Sandel

Felice Friedman

Marty and Vanessa,

Y

our inspirational and transformational leadership have left an indelible mark on Brandeis
Marin and quite literally changed the course of history for this school. Working with you and
the Marin Working Group to ensure a smooth transition to independence for this special

school was the most profound and meaningful thing I have done in my career and I thank you for your
vision, leadership, and incredible partnership.

Dearest Marty and Vanessa,

Y

ou have shown and continue to show great love to your family and to your community! That
love is a part of everything you do, every call you make, every friend you touch, every detail
you remember. Day in and day out, you never seem to forget anything or anyone. We all feel

your caring, commitment, and devotion. You have set a very high bar for us all, and we could not be
any prouder of you both. The community tribute told us that our secret is out, and now Brandeis Marin
knows the secret we’ve been harboring—that you are two of the most spectacular people in this world.
With love,

from:
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Cheryl Lazar

M

azal Tov and thank you to two wonderful people for the love, dedication, and hard work
you have effortlessly given over many years at Brandeis.

With love and friendship,
Cheryl Lazar

Dad & Felice
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from:

Eric Zimmerman

Marty and Vanessa,

W

e still vividly remember meeting you at the class pool party at the Unkrich’s home right
after your move to Marin. We knew immediately you would be a big part of our community. Fast forward past play dates between our girls to the past few years where your

leadership in helping re-imagine and launch the new Brandeis Marin has been breathtakingly inspiring. It’s been such a pleasure to work and partner with you, to canvass with you, to laugh and celebrate
with you. Deep thanks for all you’ve done for our community!
With love and admiration,
Eric & Laurie
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“Grateful for your friendship.”
—THE FINESTONE FAMILY

IMAGES OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT
APRIL 14, 2019
Former Heads of Camus, Dr. Jerry Barkan and Susan
Levinson, at our 40th anniversary event.
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Daniel Barenbaum, Michelle Barenbaum, and
Naomi Barenbaum Leonard at our 40th anniversary event.

During the event program in the Hoytt Theater at
our 40th anniversary event.

108

Heads Table at our 40th
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anniversary celebration. First row, left to
right: Marv Levinson,
Susan Levinson, Tib
Tusler, Kaki Tusler, Joel
Abramovitz, Rabbi Henry
Shriebman. Top row,
left to right: Jeff Lerman,
Michelle Lerman, Dr.
Jerry Barkan, Dr. Shlomit
Gross, Shoshana Sofer.

Alum mom and current faculty member, Angeline
Greenblat, her soon-to-be son-in-law Daniel Duffy,
and Rachel Greenblat, alum and current faculty
member, at our 40th anniversary event.

Alumni parents, Howard and Diane Zack, at our 40th
anniversary event.

BRANDEIS
MEMORIES, STORIES,
& MESSAGES OF
GRATITUDE
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Becky Fenster: Brandeis Marin alumni reunion in August 2018 with faculty and staff members, former
and present.
Becky Fenster: Our Fabulous Founding Faculty Members (in 2003): Shoshanna Sofer, Rita Gershengorn, Shlomit
Gross, Susan Levinson, Susan Kaufman, and Marni Shapiro.

Shoshana Sofer
from:

Shoshana Sofer

M

azel Tov on the Brandeis Marin 40th anniversary. Congratulations on such a great and

I was happy to have teachers accepting these positions who were interested in this new venture.

continued success!

Members of the staff in the first few years were: Marni Shapiro (kindergarten), Susan Kaufman, Rita

Here is the story of how the Marin campus of Brandeis Hillel Day School got started...

Rabbi Barenbaum, of Congregation Rodef Sholom (may his memory be blessed), came on a Thursday
to the Brandeis Hillel campus in San Francisco for our weekly tefillah service. I invited him to talk
about the Torah portion of the day. The children were attentive and asked questions of the Rabbi. They
read from the Torah and sang the morning prayers. It was a warm and a fun morning.
Rabbi Barenbaum came to me right after the service and said, “I want this school in Marin also.” I
found his request intriguing and believed that it was possible. I spoke to the school board president,
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Dr. Steve Dobbs (may his memory be blessed), and he brought the idea to the attention of the board.

Gershengorn, Shlomit Gross, Tikva Farber, Eleanore Greenberg, and the campus principal, Susan
Levinson.
A big thank you to the wonderful pioneers, the parents, who believed that it could be done and wanted
a similar school to Brandeis of San Francisco, consisting of high standards in general and Hebrew/
Judaic studies.
The Marin campus opened in September 1978. It was a village that came together to create the opening of Brandeis in Marin. The volunteers, and the community as a whole, made this campus what it is
today—a big bravo to the educators and the admin leadership team.
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The board responded by telling me, “Shoshana Sofer, go ahead and open that campus.” And so, Rabbi

Opening Brandeis in Marin is one of my proudest experiences. The great leadership opportunity that

Barenbaum opened the doors for us to use the classrooms of the Temple on the Marin campus.

was given to me has made me feel that I made a contribution and a difference to our community,

The San Francisco campus and the Jewish Community Federation provided us with the finances to
open the Marin campus. Susan Kolb and I went door to door meeting with parents to recruit students
for the opening of the Marin campus. We managed to start with forty-two children with combined
grades of kindergarten and first grade, second and third grade, and fourth and fifth grade.

our children, and educators as a whole and put Jewish education and Brandeis on the map of the
Bay Area.
Mazel Tov!!!

Lisa Katz: Mr.
Doble in 2014.
Lisa Katz: Mr. Knox
in 2008.
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Lisa Katz: Lisa Levy
and Beverly Pinto.

Lisa Katz: The latke

2011.

contest. 2008.

from:

Stacy Friedman

F

or the thirteen years my son was a student at Brandeis and the twenty-six years I have served
as a rabbi on the Marin Jewish campus, I have been blessed to hear the songs, prayers, and
laughter of thousands of Brandeis’ students. I have been blessed to hear hundreds of eighth

grade speeches, each attesting to the power of a Brandeis education, to the values instilled in our children, and to the love of Judaism planted in their hearts and souls. I am deeply grateful to the visionary
founders of Brandeis Marin, and to the wise and impassioned teachers and faculty.
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Becky Fenster: Brandeis teachers Liz Atterman, Angeline Greenblatt, Mary Gottlieb, Marni
Marlo Newton: Frank Steier and Marlo Newton.
Purim, 2006.

Cindy Morris: Three art teachers together.

Shapiro, and Cindy Morris.

from:

Vivien Braly

M

azel Tov to Brandeis on your 40th anniversary!
Thank you for shaping our children’s souls and expanding their hearts. It is at Brandeis
where they learned to be kind, to think beyond themselves, and to be curious about the

world. They learned about civil rights from Marni, that “character matters” from Ruth, how to sing
with Jesse, how far an egg can drop with Rich, how to write with Jay, basketball skills from Zane and
so much more. They learned from all of their teachers that every child has value and has a voice that
needs to be heard. They learned that Judaism is what you learn and put into action. As our family
says goodbye this year with Maia graduating, we leave with our hearts full of love and our deepest
gratitude for the past fifteen years.
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Yasher Koach. May Brandeis only go from strength to strength.
The Braly-Arquilevich Family
Vivien, Ruben, Jonah, Max, and Maia

Jennifer Grossman: I can just hear little Noam saying, “MazAL Tov, Jonah” in that first picture. Such a
perfect memory!
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from:

Katherine (Kaki) Jacobs Tusler
Photo courtesy of Becky
Fenster

I

Liz Atterman: During the
came to Brandeis Marin as Head of School in 1996-1997 to serve one year so that a permanent
Head of School could be hired. As it turned out, my tenure lasted two years. I was very happy with
my Brandeis experience.

The staff and the community supported me from day one. I credit my smooth integration to my amazing secretary, Kay Johnson. From day one, she took me under her wing and gave me honest feedback
on every issue. If I did something well, she gave me positive feedback but not inflated praise. If my

Global Read Aloud, Marni
was thrilled to collaborate
while we studied Mem Fox,
the Australian author, in
the library. Bravo kindergartners! Here they are
after performing the story
of Hattie and the Fox!

actions needed critical response, that came in an honest way as well, but never in a negative way.
Kay was one of the amazing colleagues who I worked with during my career who helped me grow
professionally and to broaden my skills in the education arena! I will always cherish the time I spent
with Kay and the lovely memories that remain.
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The other amazing gift I took from Brandeis Marin was the relationships that I had with parents, staff
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and students. In so many ways, we were like family. There was amazing support for each other when
we agreed or even when we were moving in different directions. I remember so much laughter, but I
also remember times we shed tears.
I must say that I always felt supported, appreciated, and included by our community! That is a precious gift. I feel very grateful for my Brandeis experience.
Katherine (Kaki) Jacobs-Tusler
Barbara Cohen:
Slide Ranch.

from:

Bernard Meyers

Becky Fenster:
Members of the
Retros: Marni Shapiro, Susan Levinson,
Cindy Morris,
Eleanore Greenberg,
Liz Atterman, Margie
Diamond, and Susan
Kaufman.

C

ongratulations, Brandeis Marin, on achieving forty years of providing an excellent education
to our Jewish community. We have very fond memories of your opening decade in which
our family was a part of the campus life. The Brandeis teachers, from Marni’s guidance in

kindergarten through the upper grade instructors, were superb. And it was all done with a rich, original musical accompaniment! We have been thrilled to observe our children and their peers grow into
wonderful people, with such positive accomplishments and firm friendships. May you continue to go
from strength to strength.
Barbara & Bernie Meyers
Novato
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Barbara Cohen: Pixar
Field Trip.
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from:

Steven Friedman

I

started teaching at then BHDS in the fall of 1987 when I was twenty-eight. I wasn’t sure what I was
doing, to be perfectly honest. I was good with kids, but had little formal teacher training. Thanks
to my colleagues and friends, Susan Goldsborough, Susan Holland, and Eleanore Greenberg, I

learned how to lesson plan and manage a classroom.
My most powerful teaching experience came with a fifth grade Jewish studies class. They decided
on their own to raise money for an underserved school in Oakland. We raised $300 and bought them
a TV, computer paper, and other important supplies for the classroom and school. Then we visited
the school and brought our gifts. This school was almost entirely black and Hispanic. Their parents
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had prepared a potluck meal for us. The rest of the day was spent with kids from different social,
cultural, and economic backgrounds just interacting with each other as kids. It was beautiful and
filled with hope.
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from:

Hallie Goldstein

I

am forever indebted to Brandeis for teaching me what it means to engage with my
Judaism in ways that feel most meaningful

to me, to continuously fulfill the mitzvah of
Tikkun Olam, and for teaching me how vital it
is to stay true to myself, regardless of the circumstances. These fundamental values have
set me up for a life full of intention, passion,
integrity, and human connection, and have
already served me well throughout my high
school and college years.
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On top of this, Brandeis helped me unearth my
love for the state of Israel, and is a big part of the
reason in which I am moving to Israel in the fall
to fulfill my lifelong dream of living amongst
my people. Thank you, Brandeis, for the countless years of incredible memories, meaningful
relationships, and lifelong lessons that have
molded me into the person I am today.

Hamutal Gavish
from:

Hamutal Gavish

I

came to Brandeis Marin in 2006 after

I remember vividly my first day of school. It was a warm day. I was excited to meet the parents and

meeting Chaim Heller at a conference.

children, and of course, a bit nervous. The first hour of school, I was initiated into the community when

Chaim, who worked with me in the past,

alarms sounded all over the campus. The JCC had some sort of gas leak and we had to evacuate the

really wanted me to come and visit with the

building and send everybody home. Needless to say, I was able to meet personally with each student

hope that I would be interested in heading the

and family member that came to pick up their child. There is nothing like a face-to-face introduction

Marin campus. I came for a short visit, thinking

in an emergency. Priceless! My first day of school was something we laughed about for some time.

that I was not really interested in taking such
a position. I ended up falling in love with the
school and community and accepting the Head
of Campus position. Within a few months, I
moved with my three-and-a-half-year-old to
San Rafael and joined the devoted faculty and
staff. I was impressed with the education, the

In addition to working at the school, I was also privileged to be a parent in the school. Matan joined the
school in kindergarten and studied there through fifth grade. It was wonderful to experience the rich
education with my parent hat on. Matan loved his teachers and blossomed in school. He still remembers vividly being Martin Luther King in the kindergarten play, sending Flat Stanley to different parts
of the world, working on creative and rich hands-on projects, being immersed in science throughout
the fifth grade, and researching his family tree in fifth grade.

people, and the community. I found the people

In fact, Matan, who is currently in tenth grade, is spending the spring semester studying in Israel at

to be passionate, full of opinions, and devoted

AMHSI. Recently, he spent a week in Poland. While there, I received a text from him that he found a

to the school.

family member of ours listed at the Warsaw ghetto as somebody who perished during the Holocaust.

133

He wrote to me that he is certain the person is a family member because he recalls researching the
family tree in fifth grade and he remembered the name as well as where the family members lived.
Thank you, Brandeis Marin, for eight rich years full of wonder, laughter, joy, and challenges. Matan

Susan Levinson:
Rita Gershengorn,
Susan Levinson,
Susan Kaufman,
and Marni Shapiro.

and I love the community and are honored to be part of its history. On a personal level, I was honored
to head the campus during the time of transition building towards Brandeis Marin’s independence.
Wishing the entire community a big Mazal Tov. Here is to the next forty years of ensuring Jewish
continuity!
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With love,
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Hamutal & Matan Gavish

Laliv Hadar: And thank YOU, Hamutal, for the great soul you devoted to the school, a big draw for us
when we enrolled our then-first-grader!

Becky Fenster:
Faculty, parents,
and students during
the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the
Marin campus.
2003.

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“We enrolled our oldest son into kindergarten at Brandeis Marin
and expected to be there to celebrate our youngest’s eighth
grade graduation. Then, life happened and we moved. We were
very anxious about our kids being prepared when entering public
schools in a different state, but not only were they ready, they
were placed in the gifted programs and advanced classes.
Teachers don’t reach out to parents like we were used to at
Brandeis, so as the parent, I reached out. How lovely was it that
each of their teachers responded that my children reached out to
them and had such great learning habits. Clearly, the foundation
our children received came from the years we were blessed to be
136

part of the Brandeis Marin community. My children have always
seen their teachers as their allies and there to help them achieve.
Now, we see that is not the norm and we will be forever grateful
for that priceless gift our children received.”

HEATHER & SHACHAR EREZ
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Becky Fenster: Four of our founders: Susan Kaufman, Susan Levinson, Shlomit Gross, and
Becky Fenster: The Simons family: Lynn, Cheryl (Genet), Zoe, Andy, and Jill.

Marni Shapiro.

from:

Eve Bernstein

I

am thrilled to be a part of the 40th anniversary celebration. I have two memories to share.
The first was in December 1990 as the Marin campus was moving into their permanent home.
I assisted Fred Nathan, the Head of School, as it was winter break and not many people were

available. We packed books and classroom materials. I became Board President the following June
and enjoyed my time, whenever there was an occasion to be in Marin. I always felt attached to the
Marin campus community.
My grandson Koby spent the second half of kindergarten at the Marin campus. He had the good
fortune to experience Marni and Marci as his teachers. He loved it! Unfortunately, it was too far to
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commute as he lives on the south side of San Francisco.

Heather & Shachar Erez: The eighth grade buddies program with the kindergartners
was a highlight of our experience at Brandeis Marin. Noam is still in awe of his buddy,
Jonah, seven years later!
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Jerry Barkan
from:

Jerry Barkan

D

o you remember your very first day at a new school? I remember mine. The fear can be

was how long would it be before Kay would kill Jerry. That was a bet I won, because Kay and I worked

overwhelming. Will the kids like me? Will I get along with the teachers? Will I lose my way?

out our very different styles and became very close friends.

During my moments of near panic, I could hear Kathy reassure me, “Don’t worry dear, you’re

the Head of Campus. You’ll be fine.”
For the most part, I was. I became Head of Campus at BHDS Marin in 1998, twenty years after the
founding of the school. By a series of lucky breaks and good fortune, I had a wonderful five-year tenure. Some of my beast “breaks” came during my first few days on campus. I was only the fourth Head
of School in twenty years. The first smart choice I made was talking Henry Shreibman into letting
me hire Sue Levinson for some extra days each week. Sue had been the Head of Campus since the
beginning in 1979.
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At any rate, working with Sue reassured many of the senior staff that I had at least reasonable judgement. Sue was a tremendous asset for the school. She was always gracious, supportive, and a treasure
trove of wisdom.
During those first few days I hired Tiho, meaning that teachers were no longer obligated to do the
menial tasks that a custodian is responsible for during a school day. Within a week, I replaced the
three broken copy machines with two new high-capacity machines, including a service contract.
Over my five-year tenure, I hired 75% of the staff, which grew to nearly thirty teachers as our enrollment grew to 215 students. I’d like to think I made no poor hires, but that’s not likely. I know I did hire

One of the best things a new administrator can do is recognize and include people with institutional

some great teachers. Melissa Freeman started at BHDS the same day I did, so I can’t claim her. But

wisdom on their staff. BHDS had about half a dozen people with that kind of wisdom. Of the original

among others, I hired Mr. Knox, Mr. Seymour, Ms. Kaplan, Mr. Scott, Ms. Genet, and many others. I grew

six staff members, we still had four of them teaching with us: Rita Gershengorn, Susan Kaufman,

close with many families and children, most of whom are now adults. On my first day, I did manage to

Susan Levinson, and Marni Shapiro. In addition, Ruth (Rosenthal) Abramowitz and Liz Atterman had

make a lasting connection with Marni, but you’ll have to turn to her section for that story.

been there for a number of years, and office manager Kay Johnson and been there for nearly the
entire time (seventeen years). As a matter of fact, I think one of the favorite bets in the faculty lounge

Congratulations to the school on forty years of service to families and the community. To all of the
families and wonderful staff I worked with, I look forward to celebrating with you. Mazel Tov.
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Barbara Cohen:
Barbara Cohen: Kule Loklo!

Kindergarten, 2005-2006.
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The Finestone Family:
Brandeis sings the
national anthem on the
Warriors’ basketball
Barbara Cohen: Dr. Seuss Celebration.

court with the players.
January 2015.

from:

Shary Levy

C

ongratulations and thank you all! There are many special memories.
Shary Levy & Art Levy

from:

Ari Goldstein

146

A

defining memory of my Brandeis Marin years is weekly tefillah in the Rodef Sholom sanc-
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tuary. I took it for granted at the time since it was all I knew, but I now understand what a
blessing it was to share so many hours in that space with the entire Brandeis community,

carving time out of our regular academic routines to live out our Jewish faith together. I’m deeply
grateful to Marlo Newton, Hamutal Gavish, Beverly Pinto, and everyone else who led those tefillahs
over the years.

Becky Fenster: Liz Atterman, Marni Shapiro, Barbara Meyers, Cindy Morris. 2003.

from:

Becky Fenster

O

nly a small handful of people will

Rodef Sholom religious school office), but I do

recall that I started on the Marin cam-

remember snippets of kindergarten. I remem-

pus of Brandeis Hillel Day School in

ber learning to read (or at least attempting to).

the late fall of 1984. And, although I do not recall

I remember nap time on mats after lunch time.

the exact date, I do recall the exact moment I

I remember that Marni had a teaching partner

stepped foot onto the campus for the first time.

named Rob, and so I named my teddy bear

In fact, the same exterior stairs still exist today

Rob as well.

just behind the main gate.
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Mrs. G’s third grade class, 1988.

In first grade with Mrs. Kaufman, I remember

I had started kindergarten at a local public

counting and sorting so many wonderfully

school and apparently it was quite obvious that

sparkly beads in my father’s donated plas-

I was not happy in a larger classroom setting.

tic containers. In second grade, I remember

My parents and grandparents decided that

struggling to read and working with Mrs.

Brandeis would be a better fit for me. So, on a

Goldsborough after school until something

late fall morning in 1984, I held my dad’s hand

finally clicked. In third grade, I remember

as we ascended the cement stairs to the old

the dinosaur unit, timed tests, and Math Lab

campus of BHDS-Marin. Mrs. Levinson (who

with Mrs. G. In fourth grade, I remember the

was Ms. Berliner at the time) was waiting for

California Missions, the California county fair,

me at the top of the stairs.

and stock market projects with Mrs. Atterman

I don’t recall stepping into the kindergarten
classroom for the first time (which is now the

and Mrs. Gross. Also, I will never forget that
year’s overnight trip to Foothill Horizons in the
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Becky Fenster

Gold Rush country. In fifth grade, I remember

I remember getting my first locker, #11, which

Mrs. Greenberg’s Homework Notices (yup, even

is still there today. I remember participating in

I forgot a homework assignment, or two!) and

Art for Recovery in seventh and eighth grade

the U.S. geography map test.

when the amazing Cindy Perlis piloted the

Middle school is more of a blur in years, but I
remember Mrs. Holland smoking a cigarette
(and nearly choking to death) to show us firsthand the effects of cigarette smoke. I remem-
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program at our school. I remember many parts
of the first Washington D.C. trip in May of 1993,
when I was lucky enough to be a student on our
inaugural trip!

ber lots of Judaic Studies trivia baseball games

I am so grateful for all of my childhood mem-

in Steve Friedman’s classroom. I loved the

ories. I am grateful for all of the friends who

I-Search papers in Mrs. Goldsborough’s English

came and went; all of the teachers who blessed

classes. And who can forget when Matt Epp

my life; all of the parents who volunteered,

picked poison oak on a middle school retreat at

chaperoned, fed, drove and watched over us;

Camp Swig for one of Mrs. Morris’s art projects?!

and I am forever grateful to my parents and

There were many firsts during my time at
Brandeis. I remember getting my first siddur
when I was in first grade. I was a student in
fourth grade when we moved out of our old
campus and I was a student in sixth grade
when we moved back into the new building.
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grandparents for making Brandeis a reality for
this student who really needed to be there.
Happy birthday, Brandeis in Marin!
Love,
Becky Genet Fenster (‘93)

Photo courtesy of Mark & Nancy Jacobs
Becky Fenster: And thank you to Brandeis in Marin for bringing together my sister and Eric so I
could have the cutest niece on the planet! XOXO.

from:

Rose Barlow

T

he BHDS-Marin campus has a place in all our hearts, each in our own way and as a family.
It’s a multi-layer relationship between our daughters Rachel and Hannah, beloved teachers
(it’s unfair to name just some, but shout out to Mrs. R in particular as the favorite we all have

in common), lifelong friends, and a relationship with members of the wider community in the place
we have called home for the last twenty-three years, Marin County.
We identify as an interfaith Jewish family who committed to raising Jewish kids with Jewish values and ethics and Jewish literacy in a progressive egalitarian way. Along this journey we have had
many partners—the ECE at the OMJCC; BHDS; B.B. Camp near Portland, OR; the Teen Foundation of
the Jewish Community Federation; and congregations and rabbis here in Marin (Kol Shofar, Rodef
Sholom, and Chabad of Mill Valley). None has played as central a role as BHDS.
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By definition, a day school is more immersive. It provides the opportunity to form deep bonds to learning, history, culture, language, traditions, and rituals. Above all, having people who care about you and
who you care about is immeasurable and priceless. This little suburban day school has smarts and
heart, and it’s why we still support the version 2.0 in Brandeis Marin! We are thrilled to be part of the
past, here in the present, creating the future.
Rose Barlow
President Brandeis Marin
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“Part 1: Learning to love
learning, learning to love
teachers, learning to love
friends, and learning to love
science, music, history, and
tradition.
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***

Part 2: Learning to love
holidays, learning to love
numbers, learning to love the
generations, learning to love
the future, learning to love
the past, and learning to toot
156

and to strum.”

—ROSE BARLOW

from:

Charles Yoakum

W

e decided to bring our two girls, Sophie and Olivia, over to Brandeis for middle school
after doing public elementary school in Terra Linda (and Gan Israel with Gittel before
that). Sophie (Brandeis ‘15), as the oldest, had to make the jump into the school first,

and that meant leaving her group of friends for the last six years of public school and starting over
at Brandeis, fully knowing that there were plenty of kids there who had already been together for
six years.
She shouldn’t have worried. On that first morning, as we nervously ascended the hill up to Swig Field
for the assembly, Sophie was quiet, not knowing exactly what would happen. From the moment we
found the sixth grade group, Gittel’s daughter Ita launched herself at Sophie, giving her a big hug and
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yelling her name. Ben Robinow, also from Gan Israel, was there, and from that first moment, Sophie
was as instantly included in the class and not an outsider. Our Jewish community from Gan Israel,
Kol Shofar Purimspiels, the Marin JCC, and Camp Newman did not fail us, but welcomed my daughter
in instantly.
Just as well, when Olivia (Brandeis ‘17) arrived two years later, she found Brandeis not a stranger in
the least after watching two years of her big sister in the school. Both of my girls have found what I
suspect will be lifelong friends from those years at Brandeis.
Marlo Newton: Creating a Geniza under the “new” playground.

from:

Marlo Newton

I

arrived in San Francisco in 2002 to join my fiancé and look for a job. Within twenty-four hours,
Shoshana Sofer had rung to tell me BHDS needed a Hebrew teacher. While still jet lagged, I met
with Jerry Barkan and Henry Shreibman, and three days later, I started working in the middle

school. My dear colleagues (Merav Alterman, Simona Aviv, Aliza Walker, Nehama Cohen, and Tikva
Farber) helped me so much that first year with curricula and conversations and an introduction to
American, not to mention Bay Area, culture.
In the following years looking after first Jewish Studies and Hebrew and then middle school, I grew to
depend on my office mate, Sue Levinson; my amazing middle school teachers like Jodie and Melissa
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Freeman, Jay Knox, Larry Mullin, and Rich Seymour; Chaim, Johanna, Liz, Cindy, Sheryl, Kay, and
Tyna in the office; the wonderful families, some of whom had been taught by Tal (then Tom) in kinder
or at Hebrew school and then got me in middle school; and all the bright funny kids: Dollingers and
Cappers and Barlows and Stadtners and Mickels and a Pilot!
Things I was proud to be a part of: piloting Tal Am, creating a BHDS Israel trip, the American Rebellion
versus Revolution project, and forcing my class to try Vegemite every January 26.
Things I was thankful for: joyous camaraderie, autonomy, absorption, and a wonderful community.
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from:

Jennifer Marks

Marlo Newton: Left to
right: Chaim Heller, Rich
Seymour, Aliza Walker,
Simona Aviv, Sheryl
Denker, and Hamutal
Gevish.

S

o many amazing lifetime friendships
were formed during our family’s nine
years at BHDS/Brandeis Marin! Both

for our daughter, Emily, and for us as well. What
a special and wonderful community to be a
part of. Happy birthday, Brandeis, and here’s to
many, many more years of providing your loving, spiritual, enriching educational space for
our children!
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Marlo Newton: Last
day pool party,
June 2007.

from:

Iris Lax

M

azal Tov, Brandeis, on forty years! Thank you for all you have done for our children and our
family! We are so appreciative of the education and experience Nikki and Josh received.
It was very important for us to give our children a Jewish education, a strong foundation

that complimented how we were raising them. Brandeis gave them what we were seeking.
The community aspect is what sets this school apart from any other. We met some of our closest
friends at Brandeis and they are like family to us. Nikki has graduated from college and Josh is in his
second year in college, and they are still in touch with their classmates and use the tools they learned
to this day.
Being PA President and sitting on the Board was such an honor. I am most proud of the decision we
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all made to send the eighth graders to Israel every year, no matter what it took. Fourteen years later,
this is still happening and will hopefully continue.
Thank you to all of the staff and teachers that educated Nikki and Josh. We are so appreciative! There
is no other school like Brandeis and no better gift you can give your kids. We hope that Brandeis
thrives for future generations!
With gratitude,
Iris, Michael, Nikki, & Josh Lax
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BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“The last of our children graduated from Brandeis almost nine
years ago, and yet so many of the wonderful people we met at
Brandeis are still an integral part of our community. Whenever
we walk into a Jewish community event in Marin, it’s as if we
have come home. We are eternally grateful to Brandeis for the
nurturing atmosphere and the strength of Jewish identity and

Thank you to an outstanding faculty for teaching and caring for all
of our children. And we offer additional very sincere thanks to the
current administration for effectively and impressively moving the
school forward in the last four years. May Brandeis Marin continue
to go from strength to strength.”

values the school helped instill in our three children. They were
all well-prepared for high school, college, and beyond. When our
two youngest children went off to college, they chose to invite
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their fourth and fifth grade teachers, Mrs. R and Mrs. Seward, out
for lunch. I think that says it all.

CATHY & PHIL GOLDSTEIN
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Iris Lax:
Nikki’s first
grade
graduation!
Iris Lax: Nikki Lax and

2003.

Evan Fenner. Shabbat
2001.
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Iris Lax:
Josh’s first
Iris Lax: Nikki’s gradua-

day in

tion from kindergarten

kindergarten!

in 2002!

2004.

Iris Lax:
Father/Daughter
Brandeis
Iris Lax: Kindergarten

Adventure

class field trip! 2004.

Group. 2005.
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Iris Lax:
Iris Lax: Kindergarten

Kindergarten

class field trip! 2005.

tefillah! 2006.
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Iris Lax: Nikki’s graduation from eighth grade in 2010!
Iris Lax: Field trip to court! 2006.

from:

Daniela Kleiman Buki

M

azel Tov to Brandeis on this anniversary! Thank you for the art, the music, the amazing
teachers, and everything we’ve learned! As we get closer to our second and last Brandeis
graduation, we want to express our gratitude for the last fourteen years!!! Brandeis will

always have a very special place in our hearts.
Love,
Pablo, Daniela, Kayla, & Alex
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Photos courtesy of Daniela Kleiman Buki

from:

Christine Leppones

D

uring the years between 2011 and 2014, my home was FILLED to the brim with creations
like the one pictured above. What is it you ask? Well, this specifically is “a rocket ship with a
giant energy sucker that faces the sun to gather energy that goes into a giant turbine where

it makes fire to heat the water so it’s hot enough to explode and give the rocket the power it needs
to run.”
They are called “junk sculptures,” each accompanied by a unique story, meticulously dictated to Marni
or Jeff by its builder. Mind you, this is just one of the many that came home with my sons during their
respective tenures in kindergarten at Brandeis. With a production rate of about one per week, you
can grasp the enormity of our collection. The sculptures seemed to get bigger as the year progressed.
I had one that took up the entire back row of my SUV. The pride in their faces as they explained their
creation to me and my husband and we read the stories together. It was by far their favorite part of
kindergarten (and ours, too).
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Why wouldn’t it be? There was an entire section of the room dedicated to junk sculpture work. Picture
endless tubs, and bins and buckets overflowing with recycled items that Marni and Jeff brought in or
that parents like myself gladly contributed—empty paper towel rolls, old CDs, a broken slinky, random
doll parts, shoe laces, unwanted Matchbox cars, wine corks, etc. On occasion I’d see an old motherboard, the equivalent of junk sculpture gold. Laying next to these piles of treasure were tons of glue,
glue sticks, duct tape, electrical tape, and masking tape. It was a builder’s dream and my sons’ idea
of nirvana.

The Finestone
Family: Hadassah Krieger and
Mia Finestone on
Passover 2012 in
kindergarten.
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The Finestone
Family: Josh Homa,
Miles Elkins, Ethan
Finestone, and
Jonah Albers in
the eighth grade.
Spring, 2016.

The Finestone Family: Ari Shakked and Mia Finestone

The Finestone Family: Noam Erez and Mia Finestone,

in kindergarten, 2011-12.

friends since preschool.

from:

Gittel & Nachman Goodman

O

ur family entered BHDS looking for a Jewish school where our children could be part of a
broad diverse Jewish community. One that would support them in remaining firm in their
religious beliefs and, at the same time, teach them about the many other ways that people

express their Judaism. At BHDS, through our girls attending school, our whole family has come to a
greater appreciation and understanding of the many different ways of celebrating Judaism. At BHDS,
we were warmly and respectfully invited to educate others about our customs while, at the same time,
we were taught about the many other wonderful and meaningful ways to live a Jewish life.
BHDS (and now Brandeis Marin) exemplifies the very important value of respect: respect for oneself,
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respect for those that are similar to you, and most importantly, respect for those different than you.
We were each supported and encouraged to find our voice within the community, to share our passions to enhance our experiences at the school, and to become an integral part of the larger Bay Area
Jewish community.
Each member of our large and diverse family has been impacted by our positive experience at
BHDS/Brandeis Marin. Thank you and looking forward to being part of the school community’s
continued growth!
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Barbara Cohen:
Kindergarten,
1984-1985.
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Cynthia Michael:
This picture is of my

“Thank you, Brandeis Marin, for

eighth grade class,
as well as some
seventh graders,

your impact on our family.”

in 1985. The same
steps exist today
but now the JCC is
behind them.

—THE FINESTONE FAMILY

from:

I

Susan Goldsborough
was lucky enough to teach at BHDS for

created the scrolls, and in English, we read

seventeen years (fourth and fifth grade

the War Scroll and analyzed the images. The

language arts; kindergarten, second, sixth,

month-long project culminated in a field trip to

seventh, and eighth grade English; sixth, sev-

the de Young Museum to see a touring exhibit

enth, and eighth grade history; journalism; and

of the scrolls.

one year as librarian). The single most exciting
thing I was part of was starting the middle
school! What a team we had! We began the
middle school retreats, mini course days, the
Washington D.C. trip, the newspaper that was
published twice a month, the advisory program,
ski trips, the academic pentathlon, etc.
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That sort of teamwork was possible because
our leader, Sue Levinson, created such a productive and encouraging atmosphere in which
we all worked together so well. That teamwork
pervaded the school and resulted in programs,
the memories of which are dear to me—the
Thanksgiving celebration, the model Seder,

We developed interdisciplinary themes each

middle school graduation speeches, Shavuot,

year. Our best effort was a study of the Dead

Purim, and my favorite, weekly tefillah. I loved

Sea Scrolls. In science, we studied the environ-

my time at Brandeis. I loved being part of that

mental conditions that allowed the scrolls to be

incredible team!

preserved. In math, we learned how to calculate
Becky Fenster: Susan Levinson & Kay Johnson

using ancient forms of measurement. In art, we

Cindy Morris: Sue and Kay were the “dynamic duo extraordinaire,” running the school together and making

learned Hebrew calligraphy and created scrolls

Laliv Hadar: Mrs. Goldsborough, you were

the perfect team!

and clay containers. In history, we studied the

so formative to my learning during my days

Liz Atterman: I will always remember that the Sue and Kay’s desks were designed so that they could both

current political issues surrounding the scrolls.

see each other while seated! When you stopped by the window at the main office, there was Kay, and
through the other door, you could see Sue Levinson, our principal.

In Judaic studies, we studied the culture that

at Brandeis. I remember your power writing
technique to this day!!
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from:

Vanessa & Marty Friedman
Dear Brandeis Marin,

H

ow can we possibly articulate the love we have for this Brandeis Marin community?
We courted other Bay Area day schools in 200 while preparing for our move from the tristate area. When we toured BHDS Marin, we were struck by how nice and accepting every-

one was. Was this too good to be true? BHDS Marin was the last school we toured, and we put down
our deposit that day.
Brandeis welcomed us and brought us into the fold, instantaneously. Marci Dollinger’s cousin worked

The Finestone
Family: Yosemite,
2014.

with Marty in NYC, and so the Dollingers were right there from day one, as were the Unkrichs, our
buddy family, and so many others.
Thank you to all of Sofia’s and Sarah’s surrogate parents. Thank you for welcoming them into your
homes. Thank you for providing parental counsel. Thank you for sharing your Shabbat table with
them and for providing the parental blessing on our behalf when we were (often) out of town.
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Thank you to all of Sofia’s and Sarah’s teachers. More important than academic instruction, you helped
to mold them into the young women they are today. You provided safety and support for them as they
navigated childhood. You gave guidance on kindness, friendship, and ethics. You helped them navigate middle school, with all of the challenges and drama those years bring. Thank you for fostering
the backbone of strength and resilience that they have carried with them to high school and college.
Thank you, Brandeis Marin, for giving the Friedman family community, deep and meaningful friendships, and a roadmap for how to be our best selves.

The Finestone
Family: Sukkot in
Yosemite, October
2010.

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“Brandeis taught our kids far more than just academics. They
learned to be good, kind, and caring human beings. Ze’ev and
Sam learned to have strong values, to stand up for themselves,
and to treat others as they would like to be treated. Thank you
to all the teachers, staff, and parents that helped shape our
children and our family.
With gratitude,
Tracey, Adam, Ze’ev, & Sam Klapow”
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TRACEY KLAPOW

from:

Laliv Hadar

EDUCATORS, COMMUNITY, AND GENERATIONS

S

tarting with my and my younger brother Amir’s education at Brandeis in the 1980s and followed (many years later!) by my kids’ attendance, there are so many quality and caring
educators to speak of, from my childhood favorite, Mrs.Greenberg, to the memorable Mrs.

R (who both of my kids, Daniel and Talia, were lucky enough to have as their teacher too!). That kind
of thing doesn’t happen very often in our world anymore, and is a testament to the strong sense of
community and purpose that Brandeis has always engendered. The school holds a special place in
our family’s heart always.
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from:

Rosalind Franklin

I

am full of gratitude for the wonderful, warm, and nurturing environment and the gifted teachers who made the educational experiences for my two kids at the school so positive and happy.
Stephanie’s best friend since kindergarten is still just that, and Alexander remains in contact with

many of his buddies, too. I am grateful for being able to celebrate holidays with families who shared

Becky Fenster: Liz
Atterman, Cindy Morris,
Susan Kaufman, Susan
Levinson, and Jodi
Freedman.

the same values and create lasting memories for all of us.
Wishing you another forty years of success, and hopefully many more.
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Becky Fenster: Tikvah
Farber, Aliza Walker,
Merav Alterman.

from:

Sharon Shakked

F

rom Ari’s first day of school (August 30, 2011) through today, Brandeis has felt like home, nourishing, supporting, and loving our kids. We are so grateful for the values, the community, the
education, the independence, and the empowerment that have surrounded Ari and Aviv (and

our whole family) from the beginning.
With much love,
The Shakkeds
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from:

The Finestone Family

I

don’t think we could have ever imagined that moving across the country would be so life-changing. We didn’t know anyone in San Francisco, but even before we left Cincinnati, we felt welcomed
into Brandeis Hillel. When the school year began, the warm community very quickly absorbed

us. Our children (Gabrielle, then in sixth grade, Ethan in third, and Mia in the four-year-old preschool
class at the ECE) soon found school to be like a second home. Their teachers and friends’ parents
treated them like family.
It’s hard to truly believe how unique it is to be part of Brandeis unless you’ve experienced it. Brandeis
is our partner in parenting. Brandeis is our community. Brandeis is our San Francisco family. We are
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grateful for Brandeis.
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from:

Arcadia Farber

B

randeis has been in my heart and a part of my life for many years. My Brandeis memories
are intertwined with many of my earliest memories from my childhood. I recall following my
mom around campus over the years when she was a Hebrew teacher.

When my daughter Eden was ready to start school, I knew I wanted to come full circle and have her
attend Brandeis. One of my favorite memories that symbolizes this full circle, the blending of generations, is related to the picture above. When Eden was in kindergarten, I accompanied her class to Kule
Loklo. I didn’t realize before we went that this same field trip was one that I had been on myself as a
kindergartener almost forty years ago.
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Sitting in a circle with Marni at the lead, singing “Hey Yana Ho,” I suddenly looked at Marni and recognized that I had been there before. This was also a moment from my childhood. How truly wonderful
it was to be sitting alongside my daughter, experiencing this again. To me, this is Brandeis, and actually also how I feel about my Judaism: a deep sense of interconnection, a belonging that transcends,
a history of community and commonality. Thank you to Brandeis and thank you, Marni, for all the
years you have held this beautiful community. Here’s to many more!
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Becky Fenster: Left to
right: Elliot and Barbara
Lefferts (founders
of Brandeis in Marin
campus), Susan Holland
(former teacher), Ann
Buscho (alumni parent),
Marni Shapiro (kindergarten teacher), and Gerald
Barkan (former Head of
Campus).
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Sam & Jaime Lewis: When you watch your second grader get together with her classmates to play
the White Stripes’ “Seven Nation Army” in front of a crowd, you’re reminded of how lucky we all are
to have Brandeis in our lives.

Becky Fenster: Left to
right: George and Shelly
Erickson, Rabbi Henry
Shriebman, and Greg
Erickson.

from:

D’vora Tirschwell

A

s graduation day 2019 approaches, and our second (and last) child prepares to leave the
warm nest that is Brandeis Marin, we are trying to prepare as best we can for that reality.
(Jeff Krieger did suggest we look into enrolling our cats, but alas, it was not meant to be.)

Our takeaways from Brandeis Marin are two teenagers whose menschy souls, sharp minds, and
strong Jewish identities have been carefully nurtured and shaped by teachers, staff, school leadership, and fellow students. Brandeis Marin gave our children gifts—academic, spiritual, artistic, and
so many more—that they would not have received in any other Marin school. But our kids were not
the only recipients of gifts from our beloved school. I truly feel that we parents grew up here, too, and
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were inspired to become better human beings. Our family will cherish the memories and lifelong
friendships we made through Brandeis Marin. And we know our children will go from strength to
strength because of their incredible Brandeis Marin experiences.
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Cynthia Michael: Me
(center) at the annual
Passover seder.
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Photo courtesy of Cynthia Michael

Cynthia Michael: These pictures are from the
school-wide camping trip from June 1981. It was
an annual event in June and we all slept in our
own family tents and made s’mores. Brandeis
families got to camp together.

Cynthia Michael: Annual
school performance
in 1978.

from:

Sharon Clifton

W

e came to Brandeis this year to be at a school that really saw children for who they are
and could take the time and energy to help each child develop into their very best self.
Our teaching team has invested so much in Trip, and he is learning and growing so

much. I also can’t even begin to tell you the impact Mr. Scott has had on him. It’s pretty sweet when
you have the same favorite bands as your teacher.

Sam & Jaime Lewis: Trip has impeccable taste in music. I blame the parents!
208

209

from:

Nina Rappaport Rowan

W

hen Nate and I first came to Brandeis, we felt like we walked into a great big hug. The
feeling of belonging is critical to human development. Brandeis has created and continues to foster community that reaches beyond its campus. We need this so desperately

in a world that continues to meet its greatest human challenges. The Brandeis teachers model the
way for our children with their care, wise teachings, and emotional connection. This is what makes
Brandeis special. Our children will be leaders one day. And I am grateful that my son will be prepared
for the challenge of bringing people together with love and kindness.
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Cultivating meaningful friendships.

Amy & Brad Nass:
One happy family
as we value the rich
learning environment for academics,
Hebrew, and Jewish
learning. Each day,
we are grateful for
the joy and enthusiasm we hear after a
day spent at school
and for the support
and growth we see
for each child as an
individual.
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Karen Josephs: So
many beautiful rites
of passage together...

Karen Josephs: We love this beautiful group of young people!

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“Our journey back to the United States from Australia has been
highlighted by a really positive Jewish day school experience at
Brandeis Marin. We feel fortunate to have had our five children
(Noah, Evan, Ellie, Jonah, and Aiden) benefit from the love and
support provided by all the teachers and staff over the past
three years. We appreciate how they have helped our children to
grow intellectually, emotionally, and spiritually into thoughtful,
caring human beings with a passion for learning. Our children
have enjoyed gaining an understanding about their Jewish
heritage and celebrating the holiday festivities.
We are delighted to be part of such a warm and engaging
214

community of parents and alumni families who show tremendous
loyalty and dedication to the school. Thank you and happy 40th
birthday, Brandeis Marin.”

TONY & JENNIFER SMORGON
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from:

Karen Josephs

W

e came to Brandeis Marin in second grade, four years ago, when it had just become a separate entity from the San Francisco school. We were new, too! It had been a dream since
kindergarten, but I just left it in dreamland until a friend suggested I contact Pamela and

see if it was possible. And it was!
Thankfully, it has been the loving, supportive, protective, and engaging atmosphere we were craving. The teachers and staff are truly beautiful souls committed to bringing peace and learning to the
world. We are so blessed to be a part of the community and hope to be involved long past Sasha’s
graduation from middle school in 2022.
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“Thank you,
Brandeis
Marin, for
being so
welcoming
Photo courtesy of

to us this

Karen Josephs

year and
making
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us feel at
home!”
—DOUG CRANE &
BECKY GOLBERT
Karen Josephs: Last day
of second grade. 2016.

from:

Diane Lowenstein

B

randeis Marin is a home away from
home for my family. The love, support,
and friendship we feel here is unpar-

alleled. Our thanks and appreciation to the
devoted teachers and administrators for nurturing and inspiring our girls. You are invested
in them and it shows everyday. Our hearts are
full of gratitude for this school and this community. Mazel Tov on forty years! XO.
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The Lowensteins

Becky Fenster: Susan Levinson (former principal) and
Rabbi Michael Barenbaum (founding Marin campus
member and Rodef Sholom Senior Rabbi) in 2003.

Lisa Katz: Rabbi Scop and Rebekah Katz. 2009.

from:

Jennifer Grossman

W

e have found deep meaning in so many aspects and experiences of our time at Brandeis
that we could write our own book. To honor our child’s deep love for music, we will focus
specifically on that and how much Brandeis has played a role in developing our budding

musician.

I remember distinctly a talent show that Nataan’s class hosted for the parents in his early years. The
cuteness level was through the roof, but more than that, it was clear even at that early stage that
Brandeis’ curriculum allowed for each kid’s abilities to be discovered, nurtured, explored, and grown.
Nataan chose to play the piano in that show. He had been taking lessons for a few years but it was
one of the first times he played for a larger audience, and he was rewarded richly with accolades and
applause from other doting parents (our Brandeis community).
Nataan took every opportunity Brandeis offered to deepen his knowledge of music—and boy, did
he have opportunities! The plays and musicals in each class, the singing and chanting in tefillah,
the in-class music curriculum (even third grade, the dreaded “recorder” year), the zero period music
classes, every single band performance, the annual Giants game Star Spangled Banner presentation,
and even special one-time Brandeis music opportunities like recording songs in the Levi’s Lounge/
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Jennifer Grossman

KFOG studio, being featured in the IJ Lobby Lounge video series 2018, and playing on stage at the
BAMMIES Reunion concert.
Nataan keeps saying, “Yes, I’ll do it” to everything musical that Brandeis and Jesse offer, and his skill
and passion have continued to grow. Today, he is an accomplished classical pianist, composer, and

Becky Fenster: Marni
and Lauren Haimowitz.
1994.

along with some other Brandeis musicians, he formed an independent rock band that gigs and gets
showcased often.
Thank you, Jesse Scott, for giving each Brandeis child a meaningful relationship with music and for
allowing them to investigate different musical opportunities through your amazing program. Thank
224
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you to all teachers for allowing our children to bring their passions into every corner of the curriculum
and encouraging them to integrate the arts into their projects and learning plans. And thank you,
Brandeis, for your balanced approach to education and for valuing arts alongside Jewish studies and
the core curriculum.
With gratitude,
Jennifer Grossman & Steven Hong

Becky Fenster: Rita Gershengorn, Leonard and
Judie Shaw, and Cindy
Morris. 2003.

from:

from:

Amy Kux

Julie Fingersh

O

ur story of coming to Brandeis is a little different. We called Brandeis to look for a Hebrew
tutor (my ex is Israeli). We spoke to two or three teachers and appreciated the honesty
regarding fluency. I grew up Jewish and attended seven schools in twelve years. It was

important for me to have a place for my children to land, a place that had a strong sense of commu-

First of all, we’re happy for you that you’re in Israel, making yourself an even more epic art
teacher (as if it’s even possible). But get home already!

nity. My ex-husband liked the school for the Kibbutz feel. And as others have shared, hearing how

Lisa, you are one of those teachers who students will remember forever. You build a blueprint in your

well-spoken the kids are really impressed me.

students—a blueprint of joy and appreciation for all that is beautiful and amazing in the world, of the

Thank you for all you provide to our family, Brandeis Marin!
Amy Kux
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L

isa Levy!!!

value and pleasure in creating and not being afraid to make mistakes, and a love of color and texture
and of making things with your hands. Brandeis Marin and all your students are so incredibly lucky to
have you. We are so grateful that both Sam and Jesse got to learn with you. May you continue to shep
nachas and grow from your art and your magic, and may you continue to wow and enrich the lives of
your students for many years! We love you! XOXO.
Julie, Dave, Jesse, & Sam
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from:

The Finestone Family

Z

ane Wiley is one of the best things to happen to Brandeis Marin. He joined the school in 2013
and has since had an impact on so many students. He is an incredible role model beyond
his titles as Athletic Director, Dean of Students, and Israel trip chaperone. In 2016, the sev-

enth and eighth boys basketball team won the league championship. Many of the students had never
played on a basketball team before. The students will always remember the final game against MLK
and have Coach to thank for creating a passionate, cohesive, and supportive team of players.
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Brandeis Marin League Champions, 2016.

Photo courtesy of The
Finestone Family
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Becky Fenster: Eleanore Greenberg
The Finestone
Family: Visit to
Charles Schultz
Museum in Santa
Rosa during second
grade, 2013-14.

Becky Fenster: Left to right: Matt Epp (‘93), Steve
Friedman, and Andy Grossman (‘93).
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The Finestone Family: Village concert,
December 2014.

from:

Heather & Shachar Erez

W

e chose Brandeis Marin because of the faculty and administration. It was clear that
Marni was special, but year after year, we saw that every teacher found the spark in each
of our children and guided them to be their best selves. With hearts full of love, they met

our kids where they were at, even if that meant Noam wrote every assignment about the Golden State
Warriors for six years straight or teachers needed to help Eden with strategies to reduce stimulation
throughout her day.
When we left California, the teachers and administration continued to reach out to check in on our
kids and welcomed them with open arms when they chose to spend their vacations visiting Marin
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and attending Brandeis. It brings tears to our eyes just thinking of the magic the faculty bring to the
school. We miss the teachers we had and the ones we’ll never get the chance to have. With deep
gratitude, we’d like to acknowledge Marni, Jeff, Angeline, Ruth, Marci, Mr. Scott, Coach, Merav, Aliza,
Merav, Alice, Nechama, Rachel, and Simone for going above and beyond and allowing my children to
grow and love school.
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from:

Julie Fingersh

Zane,

The Finestone Family:
Brandeis Marin on the
Warriors basketball court
for the first time. June 2016.

I

’ll never forget when, shortly after Sam started Brandeis, he woke up and said, “Mom, I had a dream
that Zane came to our school.”
I do count as one of my life’s most important accomplishments my small role in basically walking

into the Dixie gym one day after school and begging you to make Sam’s dream come true! :) And it
was an unexpected joy for me to get to share the same office for awhile. You are one of a kind, Zane.
You may not be Jewish, but you embody every single value that our tradition holds dear. You are a
true mensch.
Love always,
Julie, Dave, Jesse, & Sam
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The Finestone Family:
Brandeis Marin on the
Warriors’ basketball court.
2017.
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“ To a l l t h e B r a n d e i s M a r i n f a c u l t y a n d
administration,

campus isn’t always easy, but please
know that we know: your work is the

Yo u a r e s u c h a s p e c i a l c o m m u n i t y.
Such a loving, intense, caring,
creative, dynamic, gifted, and
dedicated group of people. We knew
it when our kids were there, but we
238

understand it even more deeply now.

holiest of the holy. There’s nothing
more important in the world than the
work you do.
With our deepest thanks and
admiration,
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T h e F i n g e r s h / R u d n i c k Fa m i l y ”

We raise our glass to every single
one of you. We know that life on

—JULIE FINGERSH

The Finestone
Family: Sukkot in
Yosemite. 2014.
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The Finestone Family: Spring concert 2013.
The Finestone
Family: Spring,
2017.

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“ L a s t y e a r , I g r a d u a t e d f r o m c o l l e g e a n d m o v e d t o N e w Yo r k t o
begin a new stage of life. Because of Brandeis Marin, one of
the first things I did after moving here was begin searching for
a Jewish community to call my own. And because of Brandeis
Marin, I felt deeply comfortable in each of the Jewish spaces I
explored while searching for the one that felt right.
Brandeis Marin gave me the knowledge—the knowledge of
Hebrew, the knowledge of Jewish belief and prayer, and the
knowledge of Jewish history and tradition—to feel deeply fluent
in Judaism. That fluency is a foundation I now use to navigate
242

the larger Jewish world. I can step into a synagogue in any
country and immediately know how to follow along in prayer, or
meet another Jew on the streets of any city and immediately find

identity. Searching for a Jewish community was one of my first
s t e p s a f t e r m o v i n g t o N e w Yo r k b e c a u s e B r a n d e i s i n s t i l l e d w i t h i n
me a bedrock understanding that, beneath all else, I am a Jew—
that Jewish people are my people, Jewish spaces are my spaces,
and Jewish pride, pain, and curiosity are mine, too.
Brandeis Marin also gave me self-confidence, intellectual
curiosity, a life-long community of friends, and many other
things. But the subject of this section is impact, and when I think
about the impact of Brandeis Marin in my life, Jewish identity
rises above all else. I’m now twenty-two years old, and I’ve been
an alumnus of Brandeis Marin for more years than I attended it,
but I continue to carry its Jewish impact in my heart and mind
and know I’ll do so for the rest of my life.”

something about which to connect, because of that Brandeisbuilt foundation.
More important than knowledge, Brandeis Marin gave me the
sense of self to feel comfortable and proud of my Jewish

ARI GOLDSTEIN
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from:

Cheryl Lazar

T

he kindergarten classroom captivated our entire family every time we walked in. Marni,
along with Jeff and Diane, created a learning environment filled with imagination and creativity that made learning fun while providing challenges in which growth and enrichment

flourished. What lucky kids to be in that classroom!
But the teaching excellence didn’t stop there. Year after year, Sam and Sarah were lucky enough to
be in classrooms with dedicated teachers devoted to passing along their knowledge, teachers who
nurtured and taught with love and passion. Mrs. Kaufman taught Sam the love of books in first grade.
Mrs R. always greets every child with a loving welcome. In fourth grade, she was the start of Sam
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loving history, and she supported Sarah in second grade through early learning challenges. Mrs.
Fenster (Ms. Genet to Sam) became a role model to Sarah and went above and beyond her duties, giving Sarah just that extra bit to make her successful in school. Ms. Mani, with her effervescent smile
and warmth, individualizing projects that fit just right with each learner. Mrs. Seward made learning
a hands-on experience.
The middle school teachers all left a lasting impression. Mr. Knox and Ms. Franklin gave the gift of
writing. Mr. Seymour got down and dirty with how things work and co-exist. Mrs. Freeman made
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Cheryl Lazar

math a fun thing to do, and Mr Doble, while the kids thought they were just learning about history, was
helping to teach each and every kid the art of advocating and believing in their best self. The Hebrew
teaching team of Ms. Pinto, Nehama, Aliza, Merav, and Tikva passed on their love of Israel. Coaches
through the years (Coach Wick, Coach T., and Coach Zane) built skills that lead both Sam and Sarah to

Becky Fenster:
Val Robbins, Barbara
Miller, Betty Woods,
and Susan Schatzberg.
2003.

loving all sports and keeping them both a part of sports teams through high school and beyond. Art
with Alice and Mrs. Levy was always a highlight, giving our kids an outlet to express their imagination. Mr. Scott makes sure that every child expands their life with the sound of music. Mr. Mason and
Ms. Hamilton gave that extra support that Sarah needed.
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To the Heads of School and administration staff who led with leadership and guidance over the years,
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who always made our family feel a part of the bigger Brandeis Marin family, thank you. Bill and I will
forever be grateful to each and every one of these extraordinary people, people who inspired and filled
our children with so much more than just knowledge and also gave them a grounding in values that
they will carry with them throughout their lives.
Hugs and kisses,
The Lazar/McKenzie Family
Becky Fenster:
Class of 2000.

from:

Lisa Katz

O

ur twelve years at Brandeis were some of the best years in our children’s lives! Thank you
Brandeis and all the amazing faculty and staff who made Brandeis our home. Because it
really was home.

Beginning in kindergarten with Marni, Jeff, and Diane, Rebekah and Josh learned about kindness,
what it meant to be Jewish, to have a community, to learn through imaginative play (not to mention the
junk sculpture that went home weekly). Through the years, the knowledge continued to grow through
the help of the most adored and nurturing teachers: Mrs. R., Mrs. Fenster (Genet), Mrs. Atterman,
Mrs. Mani, and Jesse. Rebekah and Josh loved coming to school every day with huge smiles on their
faces. Their inquisitive minds continued to grow. They asked questions, gained values, and learned
the importance of Tikkun Olam.
Through the middle school years they learned how to write (thank you, Mr. Knox); how to study, organize, and become advocates for themselves (thank you, Mr. Doble); and how to ask questions and
think philosophically (thank you, Rabbi Scop). They learned about the world around them and how
to have fun with math and science with lots of hands-on learning (thank you, Ms. Freeman and Mr.
Seymour), and they learned the love of music (thank you, Jesse Scott)!
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From the incredible Hebrew teachers (Tikva, Nehama, Aliza and Merav) they learned about the
Hebrew language and developed a love for Israel. Thanks, Beverly Pinto and Lisa Levy, for guiding
them through Israel on the many excursions and opening up their world of travel.
Rebekah and Josh have learned to be their best selves because of their time at Brandeis. Each and
every teacher has made a huge impact in our children’s lives, and for that, we are forever grateful. To
all the Heads of School, the Board, and the administration, thank you for all that you did for our family.
Here is to another forty years, Brandeis. Keep the traditions going and continue to instill the most
precious love of all, the love of learning.
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Much love and gratitude,
The Katz Family

from:

Hallie Goldstein

T

he teachers at Brandeis taught me to embrace my learning disabilities and empowered me
to reach for the stars. As a young kid, I was quite self-conscious about my learning style and
processing speed and constantly worried how others were perceiving me in the classroom.

However, I can say with great confidence that every single one of my teachers at Brandeis helped me
come to terms with and accept how I learn and figure out how to maximize my strengths in order to
make up for my weaknesses. I always felt deeply nurtured both inside and outside of the classroom,
and wholeheartedly credit Brandeis with enabling me to succeed at an incredibly challenging, academically rigorous college. My gratitude for each and every one of my Brandeis teachers is eternal.
They are real life superheroes.
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Left: Lisa Katz: Thank you, Jesse Scott, for twelve years of unforgettable music!

from:

Mariah Calarco

C

oach Zane has been someone who has quietly but profoundly had an impact on Charlie—not
just as a student, but as a person. He has effortlessly increased Charlie’s self esteem and
deep sense of belonging. It is these kinds of connections that have created an environment

for Charlie in which he’s been given the chance to grow and flourish in a truly remarkable way, in a
way that could not have happened elsewhere.
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from:

Aly Geller, Steven Lee, & Rudy Lee

M
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arni, Jeff, and Diane, thank you for launching Rudy into Brandeis life with such love,
gentle encouragement, inventiveness, and delight. Thank you for gently helping Aly to
stretch the umbilical cord!
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from:

Becky Fenster

Dear Marni, Mrs. Kaufman, Mrs. Goldsborough, Mrs.
Gershengorn, Ehud, Malca, Sarit, Mrs. Atterman,
Mrs. Gross, Mrs. Morris, Mrs. Abramovitz, Mrs.
Diamond, Mrs. Holland, Mrs. Greenberg, Steve, and
Mrs. Levinson,

T
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Dear Jay, Melissa, Jodi, and Rich,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for
providing me with supportive mentoring,
warm collegiality, and lifelong friendship.
Each of you has blessed my life by helping me

hank you from the bottom of my heart

become a better educator and by becoming a

for providing me with a strong educa-

lifelong friend. Thank you for supporting me as

tion, a loving and supportive second

I fulfilled my childhood dream of becoming a

home, and a career path for which I will forever

teacher at Brandeis. Your guidance along the

be grateful. Each of you has impacted me more

way and the friendship that has ensued is so

than you will ever know. Becoming a teacher

appreciated, it fills my heart.

and returning to Brandeis for over a decade as
both a lower school and middle school teacher

Dear Peg,

has been one of the greatest joys of my life.

Thirty-five years ago I walked onto the Brandeis

Thank you for helping to raise me. Thank you

campus as a timid kindergarten student. By

for educating me. Thank you for being such

second grade, I knew that I wanted to return

important role models in my life.

to Brandeis as an educator and provide the
same supportive, strong education that I was

Becky’s bat mitzvah, 1992.
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Becky Fenster

blessed to receive during my own childhood.

next chapter with inspiring leadership, vision,

When I resigned in May 2014 after twelve years

and passion.

as a classroom teacher, my heart broke from
the realization that my time at Brandeis may
finally be coming to a close.
Thank you for reaching out in the summer of
2014 and proposing to have an introductory
conversation. Thank you for taking the time
to get to know me and talking through projects that would keep me connected but were
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also greatly needed by the school. My roles as
the Curriculum Consultant and Accreditation

To ALL of the wonderful Brandeis teachers, staff
members and administrators, past and present,
THANK YOU for all that you do! Your dedication

Becky Fenster: Class of 1988 in sixth grade.

Becky Fenster: Class of 1993 in Mrs. Kaufman’s
first grade. 1985

and passion are inspiring and impactful.
With love,
Becky Genet Fenster (‘93)
BHDS-Marin alumni and former teacher
Brandeis Marin Alumni Relations Coordinator
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and Board Member

Coordinator spanned three more incredibly
gratifying years and produced meaningful projects for our school. Thank you for believing in
me and trusting me to deliver strong projects
for Brandeis Marin. And most importantly,
thank you for taking Brandeis Marin into our

Becky Fenster: Class of 1994 in kindergarten (the one
year Marni was not our kindergarten teacher while she
was on maternity leave).

Becky Fenster: Class of 2000 in third grade.

from:

Rose Barlow

W

hen Rachel was a third grader in Mrs. G’s class and Hannah was a first grader in Susie
Kaufman’s class, I took the girls to visit their grandfather, uncle, and cousins in South
Africa for Passover. We spent time in Johannesburg and with family in Cape Town, too.

We had just finished a visit to the aquarium and eaten lunch when Hannah suffered a serious accident to her hand that required emergency surgery.
Fast forward a whole year later, and Chris and I sit down for Rachel’s fourth grade conference with
Mrs. R. She hands us a sheet of paper silently and allows us to read. Even now, writing about that
moment over fifteen years ago, I feel a surge of emotion. Do I have to spell it out? Mrs. R. had supported
and coached Rachel to produce a piece of work one doesn’t typically expect from a nine-year-old! This
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had been something between them and only shared with us when the process was complete.
The memory of this moment is more strongly seared into my brain than even the moment when
Hannah showed me the gaping wound in her hand! I doubt any amount of therapy could have
improved on this catharsis, for Rachel or for me. Absolutely priceless!

One of the many reasons we love Mrs. R.
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from:

Jodi Freedman

M

y very first teaching job was at Brandeis, 1995-2005. This is where I cut my teeth and
learned my craft. This is where my colleagues felt like family and this is where I cultivated my adult love of my Jewish roots.

I started at teaching middle school theater and Judaic studies. Over the years, I also taught social
studies. I have never felt closer to my students and my colleagues than I have working at this wonderful school.
Thank you to Melissa, Rich, Becky, and Cindy for helping me create the sixth grade Cultural Universals
Museum Project and making it so fun to collaborate. Putting on musicals in the big professional the264
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ater of the JCC was a magnificent treat and working with Jesse on the music was a joy. Thank you
to Henry Shreibman for hiring me and to Kaki Tussler for believing in me. And thank you to Jerry
Barkan for trusting me always.

Melissa, Jodi, and Becky.

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“Finding Brandeis Marin was a godsend for our family! When
we first decided to change schools, our son had been recently

school years.

diagnosed with a serious medical condition. We knew that Kai

Brandeis Marin changed the trajectory of Kai’s life and that of

(class of 2018) needed to be at a very special place and Brandeis

our whole family. We are so thrilled that Caden is now a student

was definitely the right school!

at Brandeis Marin, embracing the many wonderful lessons,

Not only did Kai heal, he grew as a person, not just as a student.
In fact, with time, we saw him as a revitalized kid with a big
smile on his face and renewed sense of himself, brimming with
confidence, pride, courage, and a renewed love of learning. It
is thanks to the amazing teachers and staff that Kai felt valued,
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about-face, deciding to also attend Brandeis for his middle

cared for, nurtured, supported, understood, and appreciated. Kai
received excellent teaching, but in so much more than academic
subjects. As a family, we felt the true caring and commitment
of the whole faculty to Kai as a whole person. Everyone,

academic and otherwise. Particularly moving has been watching
Caden learn about Judaism and truly embracing being Jewish.
We truly can never say thank you enough for the beautiful gifts
you have given us! Congratulations on forty wonderful years and
wishing for many, many more!
With love and profound gratitude,
T h e B e r n s t e i n - L aw l e r Fa m i ly
Lissa, Mark, Kai (2018), Caden (2021), and Shea”

including his two younger brothers, witnessed Kai’s beautiful
transformation during his three years at Brandeis. So much so,
in fact, that younger brother Caden (class of 2021) did a huge

THE BERNSTEIN-LAWLER FAMILY
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from:

Ilene Genet

To all the teachers and staff at Brandeis,

I
Becky Fenster: Class of 1992 in second grade.

Becky Fenster: Class of 1993 in kindergarten.

applaud your skillful nurturing, your academic creativity, and your unwavering commitment to
each of your students. My two daughters, Becky and Deborah Genet, were so very blessed to have
their formative years molded by your loving attention. Brandeis was always a safe haven for our

family and I felt that the education they received prepared them for the lives they have successfully
led as women and now as mothers. Our family is indebted to Brandeis for the priceless gift of a superior education, both secular and religious.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Ilene Genet
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Photos courtesy of Becky Fenster

Susan Kaufman
from:

Susan Kaufman

O

pening a brand new school is an awesome responsibility. The five of us (Sue, Marni, me,

and support us on our journey. Our community became a wonderful family. We were no longer just

Rita, and Shlomit) had many decisions to make. There was something very special about

the school with forty children.

making such important choices regarding curriculum, materials, schedules, and the basic

issues about school days. It was also important to create a set of rules for inside as well as outside the
classrooms.
We all worked well together under the leadership of our assistant principal Sue Levinson. That’s what

I believe that the success of Brandeis in Marin is a consequence of the leadership of Sue Levinson.
Thanks, Sue, for being a supportive teacher advocate and for giving us the opportunity to try things
out in order to make positive changes in the classroom. How fortunate for me that I was able to work
with you during most of my teaching career. What a special blessing for all of us.

we called her at that time as we didn’t have Heads of School in 1978! Sue was a very organized woman.
When an issue arose, she mapped out all the possibilities, asking for help whenever necessary. I think
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one of her greatest qualities was her genuine concept of fairness. She was a great listener and let
everyone speak their piece. She would never ask any of us to do something that she wouldn’t do
herself. We could always trust Sue’s judgment regardless of whether or not we agreed with her. She
was never afraid to take control of a situation with the necessary calmness.
Over the many years of Brandeis, many changes occurred. We grew up in so many ways. We had more
students, more teachers, more special classes, and more incredible parents who were willing to help
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“The kids love their teachers!
It’s no surprise, as they
are consistently providing
them with the personalized
attention necessary to meet
272

their needs, wherever they
are in their development.”
—SAM & JAIME LEWIS

from:

Eric Zimmerman

A

big rock and roll shout out to Jesse Scott, the pied piper of Brandeis Marin! Your leadership
of what is clearly the best K-8 music program in Marin (if not the whole Bay Area) does
not go unnoticed. The impact you’ve had on our kids has been profound. Getting 60% of all

students (and parents) to schlep to school for zero period band is inspiring. Thank you for nurturing
the musical passion in our daughter, the shy eight-year-old bass player hiding in the back of the stage,
and helping her find her voice and become an accomplished singer-songwriter who is thriving at
one of the top collegiate popular music programs in the world. You do it all while keeping your own
musical career alive and kicking. We love and appreciate you. Keep rocking!
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Laurie Friedman & Eric Zimmerman
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Lisa Katz: Jessie Scott taking the first ever Brandeis Jazz Band to Fantasy Studios. 2008.

Becky Fenster: Class of 1990 in fourth grade.

Becky Fenster: Class of 1991 in third grade.
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Barbara Brenman-Garry: Golda versus
long division. Math can be hard! Great
teachers make all the difference. 2016.
Becky Fenster: Class of 1992 in first grade.

Photo courtesy of Becky Fenster

Lisa Katz: Jesse Scott in action.

The Finestone Family:
Brandeis Marin talent show.
October 2016.
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“Brandeis friends are for life.”
Photo courtesy of The
Finestone Family

—THE FINESTONE FAMILY

BRANDEIS MARIN IMPACT

“This amazing team created an event to remember. The 350
attendees ranged from current and past families to alumni,
faculty, teachers, and community members. It was an honor to
work with this talented, fun, and hard-working group. “

THE FINESTONE FAMILY
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Closing Thoughts
by Dr. Peg Sandel, Head of School

It is so inspiring to bear witness to the rich history

Her

child-directed

that became known as the Marin Working Group

the school; our middle school alone is poised to

of Brandeis in Marin. In this book, our community

learning set the Brandeis kindergarten apart from

who saw an opportunity for our school to chart

open its doors with a record number of ninety

tells the story of those who brought to life the

all the rest. Today, our school embraces project-

a new course toward a bright future. Faced with

students enrolled for the 2019-2020 school year!

vision for a vibrant Jewish day school in Marin

based learning across all grades, raising up the

serious questions about the future viability of this

Brandeis Marin has gained national attention for

County. We all stand on the shoulders of those

next generation to take charge of their learning

campus, Marty led the effort to establish our school

our forward-thinking approach to Jewish learning.

who came before us and made life as we know it

and move confidently into the future, grounded in

as a stand-alone independent Jewish day school.

We will be featured as a case study in a book

possible. Each of our honorees is a risk taker in the

timeless Jewish values. Mickey and Toni Golbus and

best sense of the word: stepping into bold action

Dennis and Paula Jaffe served as Board Presidents

to bring vision to reality.

and literally realized a vision that our campus—

In celebration of our 40th anniversary, we are

which houses our school as well as the Osher Marin

honoring extraordinary people whose vision,

JCC and Congregation Rodef Sholom—should be a

tireless efforts, and dedication have built and

hub for Jewish life in Marin County by being home

sustained this community over the years. Marni

to a holistic approach to Jewish living, anchored by

Shapiro has dedicated herself to educating our

education, religion, culture, and wellness. Marty

youngest students and building their confidence

and Vanessa Friedman led a group of lay leaders

as learners. She represents the soul of education.

vision

for

project-based,

As the inaugural Head of School of this “startup
with a history,” I was here to see how reinvigorated
this campus became when we opened our doors
on July 1, 2015, as Brandeis Marin, an independent
Jewish day school. Let me tell you, this community

coming out next year about Jewish education in
North America and we received two consecutive
three-year grants from the nationally recognized
Covenant Foundation to deepen our curriculum in
technology, Jewish Studies, and Israel education.

is “all in” to help this campus thrive in this next

So much has changed in forty years. Who could

chapter. Since 2015, we have more than doubled

have imagined the world of 2019 in 1978? Yet, this

our fundraising through our annual campaign;

is the task of schools. Education is about the future.

we have steadily increased our enrollment in

What skills and mindsets will kids today need when

DR. PEG SANDEL

284

DR. PEG SANDEL

they enter the workforce in 2040 or 2050? What

the future they will inherit. This includes laying the

arithmetic, as they used to say—then surely in the

intelligence, and bio-technology as presenting

will our world be like in 2060, forty years from now?

foundation by helping them to develop the habits

twenty-first century, education is about the 4 Cs—

some of the most significant challenges and

What is the meaning of this education?

of mind and heart to think critically and ethically.

critical thinking, collaboration, communication,

opportunities over the next 100 years. Our vision

The Jewish tradition serves as our North Star,

We are teaching our students to see everything—

and creativity. We are helping our students think

is to make Brandeis Marin a forward-thinking

setting an example of reverence for deep learning,

from poetry to mathematical problems to historical

in cross-disciplinary ways through an integrated

center of educational innovation that harnesses

inspiring us to use our talents to repair the world,

narratives—from multiple perspectives. We believe

approach to learning, breaking down the silos

the timeless values of the Jewish tradition to

urging us to experience moments of awe in life,

that education is most powerful when students are

between the different subjects taught in school.

infuse cutting edge learning in science, technology,

teaching us to use ritual to mark life’s big and little

active in their learning so we are weaving project-

Our school is recognized as a place of innovation

engineering, mathematics, as well as the humanities

moments, and inviting us into genuine community

based learning into all classes and all grades. We

as well as deep, authentic Jewish learning. Our

with a social purpose.

with one another. As we look to the future, our work

believe students will need to be not only good

focus is to ensure that everything our students do
is meaningful, compelling and relevant.

We are profoundly grateful to those leaders and

is guided by one core belief: We believe that kids will

problem solvers, but good problem finders. For

make the world a better place if they are rigorously

this, they need to be able to ask good questions to

As we look toward the future, we see the migration

providing broad and stable shoulders that enable

prepared problem solvers, socially conscious,

move beyond symptoms to understanding the root

of human populations, climate change, and

this current generation of leaders and educators

aware of the world, and guided by enduring core

causes of problems. If education in the twentieth

environmental sustainability, as well as rapid

to glimpse the horizon as we build and sustain this

values. Our sacred task is to prepare students for

century was about the 3 R’s—reading, writing, and

changes in the fields of technology, artificial

extraordinary school for the next forty years.

educators who set this school on a solid foundation,
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MADE WITH LOVE IN AUSTIN, TEXAS
We are honored to have been a part of your
story. At Weeva, our goal is to create deeper
connection and meaning between people.
We’ll be here for you when you’re ready for
your next celebration!
Hope to see you back on Weeva soon!
weeva.com

